: on e541. 


UniyaAge 


AT CARFAX: .CHURG F.3 
in Oxzo wp, Auguſt. * W 


By lasetx Mains, D.D. and ong 
of the Students of Chrill-Cich, ti N. 


—_ 


QIH——— 


- 


7} it be poſfuble , as . as bb h 
live peaceably with all men. 


ttt. 


Printed 1n the Yeere 4 


clo D>c xLvn, 
F- 


—— = 
Unitcry and AcxtvsManyg 


- = 7d _ OY — — 


1CoR.1.1c. 
ow I beſeech you Brethren , by the our Long Le Gr 
Ve yee all ſpeake the [anv; thine ich | : 
among you: but that yu be perfeti%y mel | 
and in the ſame judgement | 


=7Hough Truth, from what mouth” it bee 
- Se) ſpoken,or in whatſhape or drefſe foeverit y 
W4j peare, be but one and Ge ſame; and wha 


d OP 
\J 


A SERMON CON CIRNING 


is rightly und 
Peacefull quali 


erode rs 
ty W chat it 


Al followers of one conſent, and.n 
I know not from what miſtprim 
''ged' in our nature, with whoiterrors and mi- 
ſtakes do for the molt part prevaile more then A 


monſtrations; and with whom our owne mjſ-conceij 
into'us from uch \wtiont wehink tooholy to! Uetth 


niting, 
all its 
; yet 
lev 


ts or De- 
fconveyetl 
"us, or ro09 


learned to deecive themſelves) td forthemott part Rfcke'#6 a 
ly, and take fach root and impreſfionin iis, that tis rotintheps 
er of truth it ſelfe co remove them ; This one, . uniting, oeefoll 


Bond of minds,/this Ray of our Goules, according.to the feverall 
Teathers of ir; and according to the ſeyerall formeHind Tapes, itt. 
<0 which Ny hive exlt it, hath'afywaiss been looked/orfas 


feveraflTruths/;- And to the diferedir,and diſa vanripe offir. _ 
inzll Ages been as ſeverally -entertained' ati 
mong the Heathen Plftoſophers, we finde the mimber of Se 
be much greater then! the _— :of SOpers Every cw 
histboks: 


Teacher, whs pr 
ners; bid-che” 


effed' ſew 


ries draw 


(-6PDIR 


and 1yſtert 


+ 
moins 


iples fret} 


$ man 
GA res and tot- 


rect 


—_— 
——_ 


ole? Thi#E . 


+24 
Ys 


fates 


Mow 206 channelſs, by which it was conveyed abroad into the 
world. ; 

This diverſity of names, and ſides, grew at firſt from their diver- 
firy of opiniols, and minds. When” the. unlearned wreſting the, 
Scripture whictiThey had heard preached to an Apoſiles ſenſe, 
would preſume to impoſe that ſenſe, which was indeed, not an A- 
poſtles, on others. And thoſe others, equally as unlearned, thought 
was. reaſonable, ſo they could entitle it to another Apoſtle, to um- | 
. Poſe their interpretation of. Scripture 67 ene | 

- This diverſity of minds, proceeded ar. length. ro diveriity of lan- 
gyage and ſpeech. . Congregation ſpoke conveiondy of Cpngrega- 
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tion, as if none had been in” the LR but" they onely who»maſt 
vehemently could charge others with being /in-the wrong;"Saipt 
8. Pax was urged, and quoted againſt Saint Peter, and Apollos againſk 
both, and Chrift againtt all three. Whoſe-Sermens,-like thoſe 
changeable figures which melancholly men frame egthem(ſelyes- in 
theclouds, were made to weare the ſhape and formy | 
mans zealeand fancy ſuggeſted to him. © a Ber, £1 
Hence, intime , from difference and diſagreement-in mindes 
and ſpeech, they grew to difterence and diſagreement in{fociety and 
converſation too. Difference of os , a bred-ſeparation of com 
panies ; 'and that which was at but .2 neighbourly..diſpute, by 
degrees tooke flame, and grew'to be mottall hatred, divilion\ and 
ſchiſme. Men of the next doore were-no longer@teighbours to 
one another.: All the bonds of Charity becamewutterlybroken. 
Chriſtian entercourſe, and familiarity and commerce ceaſt wan. 
them. He was thought tobe falſe, and to betray his fide, avho of- 
fered to ſhew himſclfe:affable or civill to one of another party. 
In ſhort, the breach became ſo wide, that he was thought to beg 
the onely religious man who could molt enlargethe rent, and.conld 
bring moſt fuell to the preſent combuſtion which was thus unbap- 
ly kindled among them. To compoſerhcſe differencestherefore, 
differences not unlike thoſe of: our miſerable, diſtrafted times 
to make the Knot and Reconciliation as faſt and ſtrongz1as the diſs 
agreement and rent was large and wide, $S.Pax/ here m this Text, 
reſcribes a ſeverall Cure, for every particular aud ſever; breach, 
irft, to remove -the' diſcord which roſe them; by. calling 
themſelves by ſeveraitnames, and to-baniſh the i conſequentes 
all ſach fatious compellations, which for the moſt'part-are birtet* 
pr —en. SOEEE _ of detraftion hurld at one another, 
| he perſwadesthem to unity of language and ſpeech, and exhorts 
ds call themſelves all by a tn bn in theſf words, Now 
T beſeech you Brethren,that ye al ſpeak the ſame thing,Next,to remoye 
their want of meetings, and Commotion together in the ſame 
Place of Gods Worſhip, he perſwades them to unity of Aﬀemblics, 
and Congregation, intheſe words, Now 7 beſeech Jou,Brathren, that 
there be nd diviſions, That is, (as I ſhall in the progreſs. of this Sermon, 
makeit-clear to you from the Original)that there de no ſeparati 
that is, (as qur Engliſh word dorh wel expreſsir) that there -be ng 
private. 
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queldced meetings, no.fuch\things-as Coriventicles amo 
ray; ro remove the root; arid ſpring” of -atbrhefe unch2- 
frifes;. and diviſions, and ſeparations, he perſwades them to 
airy © bens and minds, intheſe words,” Now I beſeech you, 
a Bret ” xm p be 3 rp. 7 moore ge mind, and in 
ly;/thathe mighe with the greater fucceſſe 
a Wor Skilfull reconciler) might win ns - fides, 
while "layes-alide the Authority of his. pots - and 
mingling! + yo rake —_—_ pation; with Exhortation wa Ad- 
.. © vice, heats ety EY inthe forme of a Petitioner, 
in theſe words' G Nw 1 you Brethyen, by: the Name of | any 
Lord Feſm ky on n-theſe parts, the Apoſtles mild jn- 
ſinugtion, ddreſle © himſclfe, and the ſeverall Degrees of 
ity and concordgam ſpeech, in Aſſemblies, and in Opinions, to 
he here exhortsthe Corinthians, .I will build my future diſ- 
courſe. Ju the orderingof which,” T'will begin with'the Apoſttes 
ſubmiſſive infinuation , or addreſſe- of himſc{fe, in theſe words, 

*XNow I-beſeeth you, Brethren by the Name of onr Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
<1 Forth I ll Gonccelt uſefall = 2% 0 of-this part of the 
Firſt, | pon tha ipeake for to you. of 
apperſon, the Preacher here in cthe:Texr, and; of his cal 
: #f ; which:well confidetrd; wilt conduce. very 
, tves the gemovall of acerraine dangerous errorreccived of late 
i hiaifids of too-manyuntearned,yulgar men among us: Which 
103 Þ; _ and Bookes, and Studies,/and Learning are {0 
4 J Toe CRETE > roma varognſeyy 
in, though perhapsb -up tov a marie 
HM'T rate 7Gfla:veratio Hinibandopjen or atrenaance'apba Cat» 
el, F-h& Sndody-bimleife thar he! is catted: bythe! Spiric _ Gog, 
may pur kim into Orders; :amd take. the Miniſter / im 
"And ch ori _ 
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(5) | 
God calledif1Þpafrom the Plough ro be a Prophet? And dothunot - 
Amb ot SIT he: Chia es. of his Prophelie; at the 14.'Werſe, 
that /he- was a Herdman; anda gatherer . of Sycamore fruit'® Then 
for examples in the New:Teſtament, pray whatwerethe Apoſtles? 
were they great Schollars? or did Chrift ſend t6 Arhens for them? 
were ee SoT Fitbermen, men alrogether -unle / men [called 
from mending hetstopreach the Goſpell? Tf this weee"fo, Thar 
God accordilp'es his good pleaſure, without anyTonfideration of 
ſtudy, orheight of parts; choſe fimplez unearned, unſtydiet{men, 
to be Prophets and Appltles, and Teachers, thee- why, ſhould 'any 
chinke: he-hath ſo confined, or entailed his free' Spirit, or vocation | 
of meny upgt; great pa ſtud: e may nor,if he! pleaſe ( 
call the like'unſtudied, ſimple men from tht Plojtigh 6; Fiſhex-boat,c 
br Stall; b#Shop-board, to beMiniſters of his Gglpel; andTeachegs 
of 'his lenhow ? | þ © 2; «1 
'- My Brethren, you. ſce T have not- prevaricated, or 5 ma 
ought-ofrhe fttengrh-of the Argument” which-is urged in favour of 
Lay-mehs preaching; 'In anfwer to which, fayitng alide-\all-partiality » 
ro myſelife /and prejudice again{tthem, I (hall gich-the fame-ſpirit 
of meckneſs ut Candour: with which Saint Paxi here in this 
Text beſpoke his Corinthians, beſcechiyon, who heare meithis day, 
ro-0bſerve, and weigh;and confider well this which1 ſhall-ſay* fos.. 
a Reply 21 nv! 2183 11:07 bow 2103099906 10 SUM? HTS 
'Kirſt, Far, far beie From” me" ſot6Aatttr/ thetplace bf 'my Bdw- 
cation, or ſoto biaſs my beleef,by any falſe ovevatluing @bumaiie: 


Induſtry, or preat parts that I ſhoulfl'pinisn, as"it were; 6x pur ;- 
ons Fi ed rp ge Be ſhould be '{o- nregouly, 
bold, 4s to gair-fayzhat' piece of his \Goſpel-whiel{ [compares 'his* * 
holySpiritto the $44; which 6/oweth where3t thfferh, If: they who » 
thus'pretend'ro a" private Inſpiration! dot (meane'; that whatever « . 
God4Yidin the time$heretofore{ht is ableto:doe no#/ T ſhall eaſi- | 
ly grant it; And here in-the preſence of you'atſ;: ebnfelle my _felfe 
td-be's? theit opittion+ Nor {half I make "aniy-doubt'er ſoruple & 
all, rs Cuy, char} if germedy yay What God is 2bte ts: dbe; by: the - 
fame power by whithhe was able to-raiſe-up;Children to {brabays 
owt-df Kones; 6Uto ſpeike-yetimore -neerly: to'thit Argument -in © 

ary by the ferrite power thae Hee was able to make # Herd-man 
#Þ fs Fiſher-mhafl th Apoſtle Be isableyjei owr xXimigs alfs, 
11'cg ; if 
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ifhe pleaſe, to make the meaneſt Teadefinen one of the greateſt 
Luminaries of his Church. Since to an Omnipotent Agent, whoſe 
gifts are meerly Arbitrary, and depend wholly upon the pleaſure 
of hisowne will, the greateſt endowments of men, and the leaſt, 

q are alike caſte. But though he be able to doe this, and in the an- 
z cient times of the Scripture have imparted his Gifts without refpe&t 
3 of Perſons, yet whether henow will, or whether in ourtimes hee 

y doth ſtill thus extraordinarily raiſe up Teachers to himſelfe, is ex- 

\. treamly to be doubted. For here with allthe Chriſtian gentleneſs 
and reaſon, which may poſlibly conduce to the clearing of this 
doubt, were I to argue this Controverſie with one of thoſe men 
who invade our function, and from gathering of Sycamore fruit 
ſtep up into the Pulpit, I would onely aske him this queſtion ; What 

3 Commiſſion he hath thus to uſurp upon our Office ; Or who ſigned 
him his patent ; Since the Apoſtle tells us in the fifth Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Hebrewes, at the fourth Verſe, ( A place well worth 

1 your marking, my Brethren) That »o man taketh this honour of a 

{ Prieſt to himfelfe, But he who 14 called of God, as was eAaron ? I know 

1 his common anſwer will bee, that God hath called him to this Of. 
fice by the ſecret Inftin, and Motion of his ng 4 Spirit. But, then, 
he muſt not rake it ill, if I yer farther aske him, by what ſignes, or 
markes, or teſtimonies, or tokens, he can either makeir reaſonably 
appeare to himſelfe, or others, that God hath dealt with him as he 
dealt with ſome of the Prophets, or Apoſtles; called him from his 

Trade by ſuch a motion of his Spirit ? £1;fha we know, made I- 

ron ſwim, and knew mens Cloſet-diſcourſes in a farre Countrey, 
which was a ſure and certaine ſigne that God had called him to be 

3 2 Prophet. The Apoſtles alſo we know, wrought many of Chriſts 

z Miracles, which was a moſt infallible ſigne that God had-choſen 

them to be Apoſtles. If any of theſe men, who derive their warrant 

from the ſame ſacred ſpring, can make Iron ſwim, or like Elifsa, 
remaining here in their owne Iſrael, can tell us what the King of 

Syria faies in his Bed-chamber ; Orif like Saint Peter they can,cure 

fevers and diſeaſes by their bare ſhadowes paſling over them ; Or 

if, like the reſt of the Apoſtles, having never before knowne 

Letters, they"can of a ſudden ſpeake all Languages, the Con- 

) troverſie is at an.cnd; It would bee a very great ſinne againſt 
the Spiric of God to: deny., that hee is in hem of a? nachs 

ut 
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But if all the proofe and ſigne they can give us that they have himz 
be onely a ſtrong perſwaſion of themſelves ; Nay, if by an infalli- 
ble Illumination they could aſſure themſelves, that they have himg 
yet as many as have not the like infallible Illumination ro affure 
them ſo too, will not be guilty of an unpardonable offence, if 
they ſuſpeR they have him not. For here, I muſt once more re- 
peat my former Queſtion, and aske by what effes, or fignes of \ 
the Spirit, men ſhall know them to be called > By what? will ſome « 
man ſay, why 2 Doe you not heare them preach, expound- Scrip-= 
ture, unfold Prophecies, interpret Parables, nay plucke' the veile ( 
and cloud from the Booke of Myſteries « ſelfe, the very Revela- 
tion ? Can any of you great Schollers, with all your ſtudy of Phis 
loſophers, Fathers, Councells, Schoole-men, Hiſtorians, Oratours, 
Poets, either hold your Congregations longer, or ſend them a-« 
way more edified? And will you yet ask Queſtions? Or doubt of the 
certainty of their vocation? I muſt not diſſemble with you, if I 
could meet: with an unlearned Handicraft-man, who without ſtudy . 
can doe this to the ſame height, and meaſure of Truth, as thoſe 
unjuſtly-cryed downe, learned, and well-ftudied men doe, I 
ſhould begin to alter my opinion ; And ſhould reckon him as 
hee deſerves, in the number of the inſpired. Burt alas, my 
Brethren, - as:I am not come- hither to diſparage the guifts: of 
the Holy Ghoſt, .in what perfon ſoever I finde them , or ro per- 
ſwade that Scripture” rightly expounded , is not: one, and the 
ſame, from the-mouth of a Prieſt, or an inſpired: Lay-man; fo 
this I mult freely ſay to you, That as many of thoſe ' ſtrange 
Teachers as I have heard , have expounded: Scripture indeed,:and, 
have- ventured upon ſome of the hardeſt places of the Prophersc 
Bur, -then, if all my ſtudies of the Bible, aſliſted with all thoſe 
holy, uncorrupted learned helps, which might enable mee to 
underſtand it aright , -have not deceived me; their expolitions, 
and. Sermons. how paſſionately delivered ;.oc:how long ſoe- 
ver, are evident proofes to mee that they have not the Spirit, 
If they had ,*they would never, certainely, expound Scripture 
ſo. directly contrary to his meaning ; Or make the writings 'of 
the Prophets or Apoſtles, weace only that preſent ſhape, not which 
the holy: Ghoſt hath imprinted and ſtampt upon them, but which 
tends to the diyiſion of Es confulion of a Church;/ 
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Nor would they, as they do, what ever the Text be, prefle that ſenſe 

from it, not which is genuine, and naturall, but which tends moſt 
tp the deſtraftion of a party, or the fomentation of a moſt un- 
naturall Civilt Warre. Saint Pax tells us in the fift Chapter of 
the Epiltſe ro the Galatiers, at the 22, and 23. Verſes, that the 
fruits, or effects of the Spirit, are love, peace, long-[uffering, gentle= 
meſſe; meekneſſe, temperance, He uſeth to ſpeake to men in the voice, 
and figure of a'Dove :. But to entitle him to all thoſe forbidden 
workes of the fleſh, of variance, hatred, ſedition, hereſies, envy- 
ings, murthers, and the like, thexe reckoned up in the precedent 
Verſes of that Chapter, is to make him ſpeake with the voice of 
a Raven, 

In ſhort, my Brethren, the Holy Ghoſt is not the Author of ſuch 
Do&@rines as breake Geds Commandements in the Pulpit. Nor is 
it along Prayer, or a zealous two-houres reviling of the foot-ſteps 
of the Lords Anointed, their lawfull Soveraigne, which can make 
their Sermons to be any other then {9 much Libell, or holy De- 
tractation ; Or which can make their Intrepretations of the Word 
of God, how moderate ſocver in other caſes, if they be not agree- 
able to the ſcope, and minde, and intention of the Holy Ghoſt, 

z to be anymore then ſo many zealous miſtakes, and ſo many ille- 
Sitimate births, and creatures of their own deluded fancies. 

Next, inpurſuit of this ſeaſonable Argument, give me leave, 
I pray, with all the plainenefſeI can, (for I well know where I am, 
and to what Auditorie Iſpeake) to make it yet farther evident to 
you, that if Tſhould grant what theſe *AuSiuneyy © "Aron, as S.B aft 
calls them, theſe Saints of a daies you th, challenge to themſelves, 
who/thinke that all that is required. to make a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pell, is 73 £5a4$a,, onely to be willing, and to ſtart up a Preacher. 

1 If, I ſay, it ſhould be granted them, that wy have the inward cal- 

! ſing of the Spirit, yet God is ſo: much the God of order, that un- 
left they will enter themſelves into his ſervice, by undergoing thoſe 
Ritesof. Conſecration and Impoſition of Hands,: which God hath 

1 prefceibed: in his Church, to ſtand forever as the outward formes 

?and fignesof their vocation too, every a of the Miniſterie which 
they performe, js but a ſacrifice like theirs who offered ſtrange fire 
before the Lord, and miſerably preiite by their owne forbidden 
Cenſors. Or if you will have me exprefle the danger of..it by a 

judgement 
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TER 
judgement as terrible. Thus to put cheir hand to the Arke,. thus to 
ſupport it, if *twere ready to fall, is ſuch an unwarranted- piece 
of officiouſneſle, as will (certainely) unrepented, at ſome 'time'or 
other, draw the puniſhment of Vzzxrah upon them, provoke the 
abuſed Almighty to breake forth in a flame of fire upon them, 
and conſume them for their unneceſlarie diligence. For here, all 
the Scripture examples which imbolden them to this worke, do re= 
rurne upon them, as ſo many inſtances and proofes of their in- 
croachment on our office.For here let me once more ask them, How 
was Eliſha called to be a Prophet ? meerly by the ſecret, unknown « 
whiſper and inſtinR of the holy Ghoſt? Truly, if he had, yet this 
would not make much for them; becauſe God never tycd himſelf 
preciſely to thoſe outward formes in the choice of a Propher, 
which he then did, and {till doth in the choice of his Prieſts. Yet 
the calling of this Prophet was not without its viſible ſigne, "Goe, 
faies God to Elias, in the 19. Chap. of the firſt booke-of Kings, « 
at the 16. Verſe, e-/H10int Eliiha the Sow of Shaphat to be Prophet in 
thy roome. And whether the like Ceremony .of powring oyle on 
his head, were not alſo performed by ſome elder Propherupon A-« 
mos as the younger, as 'tis not affirmed, ſo*tis nor denyed in Scrip- « 
ture, but left probable, In the Conſecration of the Prieſts of thoſe 
times, the caſe is mach more evident : Read at your leiſure the 29, 
Chapter of £xodvs, there you ſhall finde, that before God would 
receive them into that ſacred funion, firſt, divers Sacrifices were 
to bee offered for them ; then they were to be brought co the door 
of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, and there to bee waſhet 
then the Prieſts Garments, the Coat, the Ephod, the Breſt-plate, 
and Mitre, were to be put upon them. Laftly, followed the a- 
nointing oyle, which was powred upon their heads : And this was 
the Conlecration of the Prieſts of thoſe times. 

The Ceremonies of Conſecration in the New Teſtament, were« 
different, I confeſle, from thoſe of the Old ; but yet equivalent; 
and anſwerable to them in their kinde. Theſe were, a publike mee=-, 
ting of the Church together, a preſentation there made of the « 
perion to bee made a Prieſt ; ſolemane prayers and ſupplications « 
Put up.to God, to make him uſefull ro his Church : and for a \ 
ſcale of all the reſt, the Impoſition of the Biſhops hands, aſſiſted \ 
by hisPresbyters. Now, my Brethren, apply -chis to the ſtrange 
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(10) 
Prieſts of our times, who with .. PR feet thruſt themſelves inte 
ehe Tabernacle ; not a ſacrifice, not ſo much as a handfull of meale, 
or grain of -Incenſe, or drop of oyl ſpent towards their Conſecrati.. 
on; Noſolemneafſembly, no preſentation of themſclyes made tg 
God, no impoſition of hands, not ſo much as a ſhort Prayer, or be- 
nediftion, or God fpeed you, uſed rowards their ſetting forth in. 
£90 the Lords Yineyard, and you will find that theſe are the theeyeg 
and robbers (pardon the hardneſs of the language, I cannot make 
the Scripture ſpeake mildlier then it doth ) which our Sayiour 
Chriſt ſpeaks of in the 1©.Chapter of S. obs at the firſt Verſe, Meu 
who enter not in by the doore into the ſheep-fold, but climbe up ſome 9- 
ther way. In briete, men, whoſe Sermons and Doftrines correſpond 
to their conſecrations. By ſtealth they enter into the Miniſtery, and 
by ſtealth they exerciſe it. And whereas the mark and CharaQter of 
all the true Miniſters of the Goſpel is to ſtand, having theix feet ſhad 
with' the preparation of the Goſpel of peace, theſe men wander, and 
Boe Go ve their feet{hod with the preparation of the Go- 
pel of ſtrife, Men,who never think themſelves ſufficiently Apoſtles, 
till all the-world doe call them the ſons of thunder too. Men 
who ſpeake fire, and throw lightning among. the people; and 
thinke they have then onely done the worke , and buſineſle of an 
Apoſtle, when they have caſt the Congregation which they leave 
behind them into acumbuſtion and flame. I ſhall trouble your pa- 
tience but with one Objeftion, which may poſſibly be made againſt 
what I have: hitherto ſaid; that is this: Here, ſome one of 
theſe moderne, ſelfe-inſpiring Teachers may fay , Sir, you tell us 
of Ceremonies.and Conſecrations, and I know not what, Imp 


q {ition of hands ; buteither you have forgot your ſelfe, or witely 


$ difſembled the vocation of the Apoſtles. Were not-they without 
7 your formality of laying on of hands, without all this adoe of con- 
veying orders, and the holy Gholt by fingers , immediately called 
by Chriſt 2 What impoſition of hands went to change $, Peter from 
a Fiſher-man into an Apoſtle ? or what Bifhops Ceremonies paſt go 
make S.Pau! (in whoſe perſon you have all this while: preachr 
againſt us). of a perſecutor of the Church to become a Door of 
z the Gentiles ? Doth nov your own Tertwilian lay, Nonne & Laics 
) Sacerdotes ſumme, That any, Lay-man, if he'pleaſe, may be; a Prieſt ? 
To thisI reply; firſt, As forthe Apoſtles, 'ris true, Cy 

oe 
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doe not read that they were conſecrated to their Minifterie by ſach 
Rites and Impoſition of hands, as were afterwards received and 

raiſed in the Church. Yet mcg anſwerable to the Im+, 
poſition of hands went to their Conſecration, before they were | 
inveſted with full Authority to preach the Goſpell to the world. 
For belides-their firſt vocation by Chriſt to be his Diſciples , from 
whom they learnt, that Goſpell which they afrerwards preacht, 
what ſaies the Scripture ?- Tarry yoe at Fernſalem, ſayes Chrilt to 
thei, after his ReſurreRion, 751 7 [end the promiſe of my Father upon 
you, and yee be indued with power from above. And, pray, what was 
that promiſe, and what was this power ? Certainly, that which you 
read of inthe ſecond Chapter of the es, where at the time pre- 
fixt by Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended on them. And how did « 
hee deſcend ? in a ſtill , ſoft, ſecret, inviſible perſwaſion of the « 
Fancy ? Or in thefilent whiſper of an anperceived Illumination? 
No ſuch matter, 20d Epiſcopus alirs, Spiritns ſanttns Apoſtolis, ſaies \ 
ajearncd mian. The holy,Ghoſt here ſupplyed the Otfice of a Bi- 
ſhop, deſcended upon them in an audible ruſhing wind, which fig- 
nified his eletion of them to the care ; And fate upon their heads 
in the ſhape of cloven Tongues of fire ; which ſignified his eleRi- 
on of. them to the eye. H; ricus, hec impoſitio; Theſe were his Ce» 
remonies, this his Impoſirion of hands, ſayes that Author. So that 
all the. difference berweene the Admillion of the Apoſtles to the 
Miniſtery, and others, was onely this: In other Conſecrations « 
the: Biſhop onely granted. the power to preach, but beſtowed nor « 
the Guifts; Here the Holy Ghoft beſtowed both. - He firſt by viſt C 
ble;outward ignes, teſtified ro the world whom hee had choſen, 
andto whom they were to hearken;, And then farniſht them with 
Tongues, and. Languages, and knowledge, and parts, fic to be the 
Guides and great Inſtrufters of the world. Let theſe men make 
it-appeare to me, that the Holy Ghoſt hath thus deſcended upon 
them,thus furniſhe them with parts, and I will moſt willingly reign 
myplace to them in the Pulpir. 

Nexr, as'for S- Paw, tis cleare by the ſtory of his Converſion, 
that lie xccejved not his Commiſſion to preach from that. which 
Chriſt ſpoke tq him_ immediately from Heaven. But what ſaies the 


place? Afrerhe-was fallen to the Earth blinde, Ari/e, faies Chriſt Aas 


to hum, avd gocinte the City, and there it foall be teld thee what thou 
| muſt 
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muſt doe. When hee came into & City, a certaine Diſciple named' 
5 Ananizs, pre-inſtrufted by Chriſt in a viſion, was ſent to him, who 
; Purting his hands on him, fates the Text, ſaid to him, Brother Saul; 
the Lord (even Feſus that appeared to thee in the way) hath ſent me, 
that thou mightſt receive thy ſight, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt. 
Till his L'npolition of hands, the holy Ghoſt was not beltowed 
upon him. And when he was beſtowed upon him, yet he had nor 
his full Commiſſion ; he was bur yer a Diſciple conſecrated by a 
Diſciple. To make him an out-right Apoſtle, a higher, ſecond, and 
(more ſolemne conſecration paſt upon him, which you may read 
11n the 13, Chapter of the es, where, ſayes the Holy Ghoſt ro the 
Prophets, and Teachers of the Church of Antioch, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul, for the worke wherennto I have called them, Ver.2. 
And how were they ſeparated I pray ? The third Verſe tells you, 
When the Prophets and Teachers (there mentioned) had fafted, and 
\ prayed, and laid their hands on them, ſaies the Text, they ſent them 4- 
/ way, tillchen they wanted power, To which paflage of this voca- 
tion, or calling to the Miniltery, give me leave to adde this for his 
\ Parts. Thar in a humane way of acquired Learning, hee was the 
zgccateſt Scholler of his time, bred up at the feet of Gamaliel, a 
q great Door of Law, ſpoke more Tongues, attained by his owne 
Indoſtry, then all the other Apoſtles, which had almoſt all Langua= 
gcs inſtilled into them by infuſion. In ſhort, he was verſt, and read, 
and ftudied, not onely in the Scripture, buc in the kigheſt parts of 
ſecular learning ; In the writings of Menander, Epimenides, and 
\*Aratns, Heathen Poets, Which is ſure ſigne to us, thar ſtudies, 
jand learning, and parts acquired in Univerſities, arc no hindrances, 
j or impediments, if not helps to the Miniſtery. Laſtly, as for thar 
ſaying of Tertullian, that Lay-men may be Prieſts, hee tells you, 
in the following words, in what caſe this is to be underſtood. V6b3 
Eccleſiaſtici ordin non eft conſeſſus , Where the condition of the 
time and place is ſuch, that Eccle(aſticall orders cannot be. had ; 
If a Chriſtian Lay-man ſhould come into a Pagan Iſland, or intoa 
Countrey of Heathen'people, where there is no true Miniſter, here 

T inguis, & offers, & ſacerdos ex, everic man 1s a Prieſt, and may 
bapcize, and adminſter the Sacrament, and preach as much of rhe 
Goſpell as hee knowes. Bur where this neceſſity is nor, to ſnatch 
the Sermon out of the motith, or the Sacrament -out of the hands 
or 
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or the child out of the armes of the true Miniſter, is certainly to 
ro be in the number of thoſe uncalled Teachers, of whom God 
complaines in the 23. Chapter of feremy, at the 21, Verſe, where 
he ſaies, 1 have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet they ran; I have not [po- 
ken to them, yet they prophecied. And farther then this 1 will not 
purſue the fiſt thing I propoſed to you ; which was by occalion of 
Saint Pawls calling to be an Apoſtle, to remove an errour of late 
taken inte the minds of ſome, that crafts-men may cxerciſe the place 
and funRion of a Prieſt. 

1 The nextthing I ſhall obſerve to you, is, the holy art and infinu- 

1 ation which S. Pax! here uſerh to win upon the minds of his dif- 

+ agreeing (ormthians. Though he profeſle,in the beginning of the 
next Chapter, that he came not to them with that part of an O- 
rator about him, which conſiſts in the excellency of ſpeech, or the 
entiling words of mans wiſdome, (leſt if he had done fo, he might 
perhaps, have gained much glory to himſelfe, but then his Malter 
mult have been in danger to loſe his, and ſo the Goſpell have ſuffe- 
red from his Eloquence ; and his Epiſtles might, perhaps, have 
paſt fora good piece of Rhetorick, but not for good. Sermons) 

yet he every wherecarried this other, equally prevailing part of 

a good Oratour with him, that by complying. with-the affections: 

of thoſe to whom he wrote, he firſt transformed himſelfe into their, 

ſhapes, and became all things to all men, that he might- the better 
transforme them into his, and make all men hecome like himſelfe. 

Thusto the Jeweshe became asa Jew ; and pur himſelfe a while 

with them under the Law, that by inſenſible degrees hee might rake 

their yoke from them, and might beget their liking, and entertain- 
ment of the Goſpell. And thus toche Gentiles, who were with- 
out the Law, he became asa Gentile, without the Law too, that 
he mightunite them to the Jewes. If I may ſpeake of him, by 
his owne deſcription of himſelfe, (andcertainly, in that deſcripti- 
on of himſelfe, he was inſpired to ſpeake truth as well as in his 0+ 
ther writings) as he was not choſen, like the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
out of Fiſher-men, or men unlearned, nor call'd to preach the Go- 
ſpell from mending Nets ; But as there was a concurrence. of na- 
turall, acquired, and infuſed abilities in kim, which rendred him 
though nor one of the twelve, yet of equall guifts and endowments 
tothem all, Laſtly, as his taske and patent to preach the Goſpell 
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was much larger then the reſt, as £N larger, as the reſt of mans 
kind was larger then the Nation of the Jewes;; So in the perfor« 
mafice of his taske, he never failed to expreſle all this. Lixe the 
) beaſt, of which Pliny ſpeakes, which puts on the likenefſe of 
| } every thing next it, and ſhowes like a flower before a flower, 
0 | like a ftreame-before aſtreame , and like a flame before a flame ; 
| ſo 'twas a piece of this Apoſtles (Art fhall Ifay? or) holy com- 
miſſion, to be all things to all men. Strong with the ſtrong, and weak 
with the weake. To part with his Liberty to the ſcrupulous, and 
to uſe it with-the jndifferent, To eat all things wtth thoſe that 
did eat all things, and with thoſe that did not, to keep himſelfe to 
herbes. Will you hearehim in all theſe particulars exprefſe him- 
ſelfe > Turne to the ninth Chapt. of this Epiſtle, and to the nine- 
teen Verſe, where ſetting downe the end, and aime, which hee 
propoſed to all hisholy Arts , he faies, Thongh I be free from all 
men, that is, no way obliged to docas Idoe, but for my Maſters ſer- 
vice, yet have I made my ſelfe a ſervant to all, that 'T might win the 
more. Now if humility, and the caſting of himſelfe below himſelfe; 
4 if to beſeech, and entreat, and petition there, where he had ſuffci- 
z ent authority and commiſſion to enjoyne and command, be to wear 
the forme of a ſervant; and if all diſcreet behaviours, complian- 
ces, and applications, take their meaſure, and uſe, and praife, from 
the good end to which they are direed, and the good: ſucceile 
which they are likely to procure, in all his Epiſtles I finde. not vhis 
Apoſtle more expediently making uſe of his Art in the forme of''a 
» ſuppliant, then in this Text. For conſider theſe Corizehians, to 
whom he here applies himſelfe, divided, and broken into Factions; 
and theſe FaRtions ſeverally deriving themſelves; ſome from him,: 
others from Cephas, others from eApolles, (Names in their opint- 
| ons,as holy, and great as his) and to have dealt imperiouſly with 
, them, or to have uſed his Apoſtolicall power, and to, have comman-» 
ded them to agreement, had not been to make peace, but. to! ani- 
. mate, and inflame that party which called themſelves his fide. It had 
| been too, to call up oppoſition, and diſdaine in the others, who 
. werenot of that ſide. Who citing eApolles, or Saint Peter againit 
| him, and thinking it to be ſome confeſſion of their error and weak- 
- *  neſſetoyeeld firlt, or to go overto them who ſaid they were: of: 


Par, it being as reaſonable-that they ſhould come pear" + 
who 
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who ſaid they were of Cephaz or eApollos, might have askt the ſame 

uveſtion which the ſtriving Iſraclite askt Moſes, Who made thee 4 

wdge over us? And might have ſeconded this queſtion with ano- 
ther, and have askt him, how one intereſted, and ingaged, HE 
head (as they conceived) of a Faction, could be preſumed to be an 
impartiall ceconciler > The better therefore, to eltabliſh a peace 
and concord among them, S. Pax in this Chap. proceeds by three 
conducible waies of Reconciliation. At the 13. Ver. hee cleares 
himſelfe from all intereſt and ingagement to aſide; and equally 
blaming thoſe who ſaid they were of Paxl, as thoſe who ſaid they 
were of (ephar, or Apollos ; he askes them how it came to paſle, 
that they dealt with the Goſpell of Chriſt, which was catire and 
ſeamleſle, like his Coat, as the Souldiers did with his other Gar- 
ments, divided it by a kinde of blind Lottery among them, and 
every one take his ſhare? Is (hriſt divided ? Saics he. Was Paul ore- 
cified for you ? Or were ye baptized in the name of Paul ? If you were 
not, why doe you raiſe aSe&, and FaQtion from him 2 VVhy doe 
you call your ſelves by way of marke and diſtintion, Pawliſts ? 

And fo turn the name of your Preacher and Apoftle, into the name 
of a Schiſme and fide ? 

+ Next, ashe well knew that the readyeſt way to reconcile all 
ſides, was to manifeſt himſelfe tobe of none ; ſo he well kriew too, 
that he that would knit , and re-unite diſagreeing mindes, was not 
to deale roughly, or magiſterially with them , (for that were to 
loſe both; and to turne the eamity and hatred which they held be- 
tween themſelves, upon the Reconciler, who ſtrived ts make 
them friends )but was to quench ſuch diſcords with ſoft language, 4 
and tocure ſuch rents and wounds of the Church by pouring oyle 
into them. Though, therfore, being armed with the authority of 
Chriſt himſelfe, he might , with juſtice enough , have made Decrees 
and Ordinances to bind them to agreement, yet he rather chooſeth 
ro reconcile them to one another with their owne conſents. In a4 
mild, and humble addrefſe of himſelfe; therefore, not entitling \ 
himſelfe more to one fide then anonher , ke equally beſeecheth « 
them all, that he might the more regardfully be liſtned to by all. « 
And he beſeecherh them for things which little concerned himſelfe, * 
bur for their owne good. He petitions them that they would be ſa- 
ved, and ſpends intreaties that ay would youchlafe to goe to 

heaven. 
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q tteaven. He requeſts them that they would not be worſe Chriſtians, 
4 that' is, Schifmartiques and Seperatiſts , then they were Heathens, 
q That is, unanimous Idolaters, 


Laftly, he begs of them that they would once more be a Church 
and City ; that'3s, a place of communion, and ſociety, and Chriſtian 
converſation. And that hee might the more preyailingly obtaine 
this of them, headdrefleth himſelfe to them ina ſtile and compella- 
tion of the greateſtand gentleſt perſwaſion to, peace that can bce 


” uſed, andcallsthem Brethren. A word, which to remove all opini- 


on of better or worſe, of of inferiour or ſuperiour, (the uſuail 
rounds of diſcord) not only ſignifies an equality between the be- 
eecher and the beſeeched, and the beſecched among themſevles; 
(For Eſſe Fratves eſt relativ inter equales, ſayes the Lawyer as well 
as the Logician;z tobe'brethren, carries a reference of equality to 
one another) but -it implies all the naturall and religious grounds 
forwhich men ought to maintaine League and 'Agreement, and 
Peace with one another. For in calling them Brethren, he called 
them men of the ſame fociable kinde, equally deſcended from the 
ſame common Originall and ſtock, and equally -wearing in' their 
nature one and the ſame common Image of God. And therefore, 
for this they were not to diſagree, or quarcel{with-bne another : 
Since/likeneſſe of kinde maintains agreement between ſavage beaſts 
and Tygers. Leonum feritas inter ſe non dimicat, ſerpentuns morſns 
2101: petunt ſerpentes ; Who everheard of aLyon devovred by a Lyon? 
Or who cverheard of a Serpentinngiby a Serpent? much -tefle 
ſhouldmen then, bite and devo, and:iprey upon one another; 
Apgaine, in calling them Brethren, beſides: the naturall affinity 
that was between them as men, he put them in minde of their 
ſpirituall alliance, as they were Chriltians too. That: is,, men alli- 
ed to one another by one common Faith, one common Hope, one 
commoa Redemption, and therefore vo meet in one common bond 
-of Peace and Charity to0, Rixari, & ſe invicem convitiis laceſſere 
Infidelinm eft ; 'Tis for. Infidells, and men not converted to the 
Faith, to provoke, or brawle, or quarrell with one another. 
viedly, leſt all. this ſweetnefle. of addrefie and language ſhould 


t not Prevaile, he joynes Conjuration to Petition, but vailes it in the 
« {tile and forme of a Petition too, and beſeecheth them to unity by 


jthe name of his, and their Lord Jeſus Chriſt, A name, by which 
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2s h6 had before diſpoſleſt Petit avid ficknelfes, 2d reſtore £ 
the dead to life againe, ſo he repueſts that he may diſpoſſeſſe ot « 

Nions, cure diviſions, and reſtore agreement by it t60. Ir being thar 4 
natric into which they were all baptized, and td which they had all 
paſt their promiſes, and vowes. Laſtly, a name by which they were 
all tobe ſaved ; and by which they, by whoſe names (to the ble- 
miſh and diſparagement of this) they called themſelves, were, with* 
them, equally to be called, that is, Chriſtians. 

- Here then, *twere much ro be wiſhe, that che Preachers of our 
times would deale with their diſagreeing flocks, as this Apoſtle 
dealt with his : That is, that they would imploy their holy, and « 
religions arts and endeavours, by ſweettiefle of language, and im- 4 
differeticice of behaviour to all parties, to reconcile them. For 
ſince it may be truly faid of Preachers, what was once ſaid of Ora» 
roars, that the people are the waters, and they the windes that < 
move them ; to be thus the windes to them, as to ſpeak, and move, 
and blow them into waves and billowes, which ſhall roll, and ſtrike, 
and daſh, atid breake themſelves againſt each other ; Or to be thus 
the windes to them, as to rob them 'of their caſme, and to trouble 
the peacecfull courſe, and ſtreame'of things well ſerled, and to raiſe 
4 ſtorme andtempeſtthere, where they thould compoſe and allay 
one, is fiot toarthe part of an Apoltle, or of a Preacher of the 
Golpetl, but of an Zrymy, or Fury, who aſcending from hell with 
a firebrand in herhand, and ſnakes on her head, ſcatters warres,-and 
ſtrifes, and harreds, and murthers, and treaſons, and betrayings 
of otte another as ſhe paſſeth. Every haire of her heal hurld a- 
fong the people becomes a ſedition, and ſerpent ; and every ſha- 
king of her Torch fets Villages, and Towns, and Cities and King- 
domes, and Empires in a Combuſtion. 

Alas, my'brethren, how many ſuch furies, rather then Preachers, 
have for ſome yeares walkt among us ? Men who ſpeaking to the 
people in a whirte-winde, and breathing nothing but ircht-fields, 
and fieges, and ſlaughters of rheir Brethren, doe profeſſe no Ser- 
mon to be a Sermon, which rends not the Rockes and the Moun- 
taines before it : forgetting that God rather dwells in ſtill, ſoft 
voices. -'Tis true indeed, the Holy Ghoſt once aſſumed: the ſhape 
of cleyen Tongues of fire : But that -was not from thence t@be- 
get Incendiaries- of the Chiirch 5 Teachers whoſe Dodtrine ould 
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be cloven too ; and which AS, tend onely to divide their Con- 
gregations. 
it I ſhould aske you, from whence have fprung our preſent di- 
ſtrations? Or, who are they who keep the wounds of our divided 
Kingdome bleeding? Are they not certaine tempeſtuous , un- 


' Charitable ative men, who make it their work and bulineſſe-to rob 


men of the greateſt temporal bleſſing of the Scripture,and to preach 
every man out of the ſhade of his owne Vine, and out of the fruit 
ofhis owne Fig-tree, and out of the water of his owne Cilterne? 
Are they not men who will ſtone you for your Vineyard, and then 
urge Scripture for it? And will take away your field, your poſleſ- 
fion, your daily bread from you, and then repay you with a piece 
of Eſay or Ezekzel, or one of the Prophets, and call this melting, 
and reformation? Are they not men who doe onely profefle to 
have the art notto heale, or cloſe, or reconcile, but to inflame, and 
kindle ſides? Men who blow a Trumpet in the Pulpit, and there 
breath nothing but thunder, and ruine, and deſolation, and 
deſtrution, - Whoſe followers call themſelves Brethren , indeed, 
and boaſt much of their charicy ; But they call only ſuch as are of 
their owne confederacy, Brethren : and make no other uſe of the 
word which was at firſt impoſed by Chriſt, to bee the ſtile and 
marke of agreement and peace, then to bee the word and. mark 
to know a faction by, and make no other uſe of their charity, which 
ſhould extend it ſelfe toall men, even to their very enemies, but 
onely to keep themſelves rogether in a ſeparation and conſpiracy, 
Laftly, theſe are the men, who when they ſhould firive ro 
quench the preſent flame with their teares, do conjure as earneſt- 
Iy by the name of Chriſt to diſcord and confuſion, as. S. Pant 
here in this Text doth to order and agreement. Men who call it 
prophecy, and edification, and building up of the people, when 
they breake and divide them into Sets and FaRtions. As zealouſly 
exhorting them-to ſpeake divers things, as S. Pax/ here exhorts 
them to ſpeake all the ſame. Which is the next thing to be con- 
kidered ; and the firſt ftep towards the reconciliation, and peace, 
here petitioned for, which is unity and agreement in compellations 
and names in theſe words, Now 1 beſeech you Brethren, that yee all 
ſheak, the ame _ | 
" Whether the diſperſion of meo, after the building of the Tower 
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of Babell,over the face of the whole earth, were a puniſhment'y 


or a bleſſing to mankinde, Iſhall not inthis Auditory examine or 
diſpute. Only thus much we learne from the Hiſtory of that place, 
that the occaſion of that diſperſion and ſeparation of men from 
one another, ſprung firſt from the confuſion whick God threw a- 
mong;them, and that confuſion ſprung from their diverſity of 
ſpeech. For as ſpeech was at firſt beſtowed upon us by God, 
that wee might hold league and ſociety, and friendſhip with 
one another: ſo you may read in the 11. Chapter of Gene- 
fir, that as long as all the world was of one language, and of 
one ſpeech, they lived unanimouſly rogether like men of 
one family and houſe. One heart, one ſoule ſeemed-ro move in 


them all. But when they once ceaft to be awnixe labii homines, « 


men of the ſame lip and ſpeech, when as many languages were 
throwne among them, as they afterwards rofleſt Countries, then 
ſociety, and co-habitation, and brotherhood ceaſt among them too. 
They were ſcattered abroad upon the face of all the earth , ſaies the 
Scripture. They who were before children of the ſame common An- 
ceſtours, and derived themſelves from the ſame common parentage 
and ſtock, as if they had been borne in the adverſe Hemiſpheres of 
the world, or had taken their beginning from as many ſeverall Pa- 
rents, as they afterwards found Iſlands, of one great Family and 
Kindred,became ſo many divided Nations. 

As this diverſity of Tongues at firſt broke the world into the 
ſeverall crumbles and portions of men, who from that time to 
this have divided itamong them; ſo there is net any one thing 
which hath ſo fatally divided Kingdomes, and States, and Churches 
againſt themſelves, ſomtimes to an utter extirpation, many times 
to an eternall breach, and Irreconciliation, as diverſity of Lan- 
guage. I doe not meane when men ſpeake divers tongues of ſeye- 
rall dialeQts, and fignifications, (as when they at the building of 
Babel! ſpoke ſome of them Hebrew perhaps, Ga of them Greek) 
but my meaning is, that nothing more direly tends to the diviſi- 
on of a. State, or Church, then for ſeyerall companies of. men to 
diſtinguiſh, and divide and ſeparate themſelves from one another \ 
by certaine words and names of marke and difference, eſpecially if \ 
they be words of diſgrace, and ſcandall, and m__ mutually, 
impoſes, and ſtuck upon. cach other ; Or words of faction, and 
| combination 
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- combination, aſſumed and taken by Noni teeg Then, if hatre4 6f 
perſon, or differetice of \Religion- doe accompany ſuch words 6f 
diſtin&tion, that for the moſt part befalls them ; which' befell the 
men of the old world, they breake ſociety and Communion, arid 
crumble aſunder ; and of one people become ſo many divided Na- 
tions, and Churches to each other, This is an Engine which the 
1 Devill and wicked Pohtitians have in all ages of the world made 
+ uſe of, to diſturb the peace, and trouble the happinefle of King- 
domes and Common-weatths. Making holy, verttons words and 
names, many times the partition wall of ſeparation; And the 
device, and incitement, not onely to divide Kingdomes bur Cor- 
porations, and private Families againſt themſelves. As long as the 
Jewes called themſelves by one and the ſame common name of 
cheir Father Jacob, Iſraclites, they made but” one'State,” 0ne'Com- 
mon-wealth among them. But when onte ten Tribes ingrofſed that 
name to themſetves, and the other two for diſtin&isn ſake called 
themſelves by the name of the Tribe of 7udah, the moſt unired,hap- 
pieſt, neerlielt allied people in the world, a people of one blood, as 
well as one language, fell aſunder, and divided themſelves, like = 
cob and &{aw, into two hoſtile, irreconcileable, never niore-to be 
| united Kingdomes. And this' was the oaſe ' of theſe difagteting 
t Corinthians, to whom S. Pax! direfted this Text. As long as they 
;called themſelves by one, and the ſame common name of Chriſti- 
ans, they made bur one City, one Church, one place of Concord. 
But when they once began to diſtinguiſh themſelves by their ſe- 
verall Teachers, -when fome ſaid, We are of Pant, others, we are of 
Cephas : Arthird fort, we are of eApollos ; And onely a-fourth' fort, 
more Orthodox then the reſt, we areof Chrift ; Then, then indeed, 
as if Chriſt had been divided, or had beene the Author of fevyerall 
Religions, P reacht among them by ſeverall Apoſtles, they became 
broken, and rent, and torne aſnnder, into ſeverall Churches and 
Congregations, Where their uſuall cuſtome was;tiot onely to'op 
ofe Sermon againſt Sermon, and Goſpell againſt Goſpell ; and 
x Teacher againſt Teacher, but everic one in the defence” of their 
z owne Teacher, and his Goſpell, thonghe it part of their Religion 
z £oextoll, and quote, and urge the purity and infallibility of the 
, One, to the depreſſion, and diſgrace, and contempt of the other't 
Till at length it came to paſſe,(as Itold yau before) rhat that _ 
. Ce 
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begun.in Religion, proceeded to bad manners, and ill behaviour. 
Markes and wotds of diſtinQion, and difference, grew to bitter 
inveRives, and ,mutuall reproaches of one another. They who 
were the followers of Saint Pax/s Doftrine, aalled thoſe who fol- 
lowed Apgllos, by way of marke and infamy, Apolonsts. And they 
who were the followers of eApollos, by way of retaliation, and 
brand, catled the followers of Saint Paxl, Paxlifts, though Saint 
Paxl and Apollos preach both the ſame Doctrine. Hard cenſures flew 
between them inas hard language ; who ever was not of a party, 
nor enrolled of a fide, was thought to be without the pale of the 
Church. The gates of heaven were ſhut againſt him, and nothing 
but reprobation, and the lot of the damned, and hell fire were al- 
lowed to be his portion. 

Here then, my Brethren, let me make my appeale to eyery one 
of you, who heare;me this day, hath not this been our verie caſe ? 
I muſt with forrow of heart confeſſe to you, that as often as I 
have for ſome yeares, made to my ſelfe a ompuy es ſurvey of 
this unhappic Kingdome, I have been able to diſcoytr no cauſe 
ſo pernicious for the.many alienations of ming, or the many ſepa- 
rations of Congregation from Congregation, heightned at length 
incothe tragedy,ot an over-ſpreading Civill War, as certain vain, 
ridzculous, empty words, and names of diſtinftion among us; which 
have ſprung from ſome mens ſtrifter or looſer-cartiage of them- 
Telves in their profeſſion of the ſame Religion. They of the more 
free, and open carriagk and behaviour, who call a ſevere regularity 
and ſtrineſle of life, preciſeneſle, and an.abridgement of Chriſti- 
an liberty, have called thoſe of a moce reſeryed, and locke up, and 
demure conyerſation, Puricans, and Round-heads, and I know not t 
what other names of contumely, and reproach. And they of the 
more {tri behaviour , have equally as faulty, called thoſe of a 
freer, and lefle compoſed converſation, Libertines, and Papiſts ; the \ 
uſual! words of infamy made to fignihe a Cavyalier.Theſe two words 
my Brethren, have almoſt deſtroyed a flonciſhing Kingdome be- 
tween,them, 

To this, I cannot bur adde one, moſt pernicious cauſe of our pre- 
ſent diviſions more, which people have derived to themſelves from 
making themſelvesfollowers roo much of ſeverall Teachers ;, and 
Ateding too much .tg bee called after their uames ; whileft one 
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ſaies, 1 am of Paul, another, 1 aws of Cephas, a third, I am of Apollos, 
only a few neutrall men, Weare of (briff. Nay, if we needs muſt 
goe ſeverall waics, I could wiſh wee had ſuch ſacred names as 
S.Paul, or S. Peter, or Apollos to divide vs. I know not whether 
it will be ſeaſonable for me ro ſpeake it in this Aſſembly : But we 
for ſome late yeares have choſen to our ſelves names more mo- 
derne, and fallible to divide ourſelves by; whileſt ſome have ſaid, 
We are of Calvin, others, We are of 'eArminins, others, 'VVe are of 
Socinus. Theſe, to the blemiſh, and reproach of Chriſtian Retigt- 
0n, have been made names of ſtrife and fation. Yet they have 
been great and learned names; though ſome of them, I muſt con- 
feſle, have been lyable ro humane Errours. But if you conſider the 
many rents and ſeparations into which the ordinary ſort of peo- 
ple have for ſome years divided themſelves, either you will find 
no names at all for them, or namesſo unlearned, ſo obſcure, ſo al- 
rogether mechanick, and unconſiderable, that it will be your won+ 
der how ſuch vulgar, rude, untaught Teachers ſhould draw Diſci- 
ples after them. It would poſe me very much to tell you by any 
Monument of learning, or piety, which he hath left behind him to 
be knowne by, who was the Father, or firſt bringer up of the Se& 
of the Browniſts ; or who was the firſt Author of (the SeR of the 
Anabaptifts. Iknow there were Anabaptiſts in divers of the Fa- 
therstimes; and I know too, that the Parent of that Se& then, 
though he were an Hereticke , yet hee was a Scholler. But as for 

the Author of che Se of the Anabaptiſts of our times, I cannot 
well ſay what he was. One who hath written the Hiſtory of their 
wilde proceedings at Afa»ſfter, (where they begun with the Refor- 
mation of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, and proceeded at length to 
three wives a piece) ſaies, hee was a Dutch Botcher ; one who re. 

paird old Germents under a ftall at Leydewin the Low-Countries ; 

Another ſayes, he was a Garmane Cobler ; A third, that hee was 
a Weſtphalia Needle-maker; But another controlls that, and faies 
he was a Weſtphalia Baker. But whateverhee were, have not we 
in ourtimes ſeene Patriarches and Prophets, as vulgar and me- 
chanick, as unlearned and baſe as he? Men who have invaded the 
Pulpit. I will not ſay, from mending old breeches, or cobling old 

ſhooes, (pardon the homelineſſe of the expreſſion I beſeech you, 

- itis but the Hiſtorians Latine tranſlated into my Engliſh) = = 
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Frades ſo 'meane;, ſo diſcingenuous, fo itliberall , that'Þ Grwuld 


Knippenbar —_ delling, Melchior Hoffman , the great 
Eachulialts,, and difturbers 0 Germany, tothe Aſteniſhment of all 


what ſpeake,] to.you of) Gangrrgicn of ſuch high Ebottacy 
diflentions ? or diſcourſe to you of diſputes and ra 4 igar 
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1 5Sn:the Charth ,;anothitit hath: call'd) it apiece of "Gods ontwart: 
! -wotſhjpto.doc:ſs., Oncihath: ftiled the Crofle in Bapriſme a"(igne 
| ef Superſtition j another hath tiled it the marke, and badge, and 
_ ! embleme; of his Chriſtianity and profeſſion. One calls aff Pitures 
:n Church windowes;, .Idols;.another-laoks on them, as ſo- much 
holy ſtory, brougltanto-Imagery.and Golotrs. / The very'garments 
.we weare have;noh eſcaped contradiftion.: One calls: the! Surplice 
a Romilſh veſture ;an6ther calls it a white robe of. Innocence , arid 
pDecencie. Nay out very Prayers and Devotions have mot been free 
from quarrels: Whilſt fome have.called .the Lords Prayer, A per- 
fect foume;, enjoyntd by:Chriſt eo. be faxd as iris; others moſt" irre- 
>-verently bave.called at a Taylors Meaſure ,:ficonely. to cut out 0+ 


Jnthis miſefable' diverſity of fides, th2n, where. Coyntrymen,and - 
men of the ſatue::ſpecch-, doe: ſo ordinarily. ſpeakdivers fanpuagey, 

What:wkyis vhere Jeftito beget'a peace.and. union ainbngins/?r 5:17. 

57; Sraty;i oy, brethicn, !Lknow.none fs fitasthar which Saift 'P au! 

here preſteibes.in this Text;;a way, which if it were well practiſed, 

8 -orif men would tither have more: charity, or leſſe :gall/in 'chem;, 

| avould::in; time | beget ag- nniow and: agreement; 'berweeh-aMl 
ythit.is;g ore 04123 Mgrprr ed); tharweall- 

q Iſamiithiegs  Thatiid, filtzathaDOwee | 
hattSiibrimosdod wordbofriveproach;, which ſerve:onely £6 Pro- 
Toke and epgender ſtrifes., and tb:begetia diſlixe of one 

verſatio with another ;-that the honeft,, ſtrict!, regula; heedfull, 
, <onſeientious man one nQ m_—_ called a Puritane, 'nor his: wife a 
Ker ; dlov;thic free} ſottable 5 affable ;'0pen ,harmleſly'hn- 

| ' yr rg wares Fer a Rl eee drby 

|| way: of reproach; aCavallier , '1 fpeak'\nor:now of the adulkerous', 

| 1 Gilearing, riotous, lying, drinking, coverous marr; theſe ate ſucti, 

| þ thationoofthe waycs60: rekgrme them,” is to'call 

: names; 3105 2s 292uQtih 10 IO 07 212604119 11 % 

-»:Next:;'that we no:longe?, avaarinteveſt;'or aletions; of Peja 

alices,,'or edveation.z-ar cuftemes:fway us; pin'our beleefe'or farth 

updn any one Particulds Guide ov Teacher; {6 irremoveably,''# 
ithou iſow or:examitiationto K—y En 
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not divide us.. And I am alſo: LIP , that-our ſeveral! Diſci- 
plines and DoQtines have not keyr the-Church'of*? Roweat'a Sreater 
diſtance with us , ren the ſtyteandcompellition-of Proreſtantzud 
Papi LIT | 02:2\ M1 33G © 5 | 
| Rirdly chat we Schollars,in thoſe high myſterious poynts which 
haveequall argument and proofe on both lides, and which both 
fides (for oughtI know) may hold 'yert. meet in heaven , doe fa- 
Rioufly or petemptorily betake our ſelvesto neither; Bur either lay v 
them afide, as things of meere contemplation, not of practiſe or 
uſe; orelſe ſpeak of them to the people, onely in that generall 
ſenſe wherein all ſides agree;and as that generall ſenſe is laid downe 
to us in the Scripture. | 
Laſtly., thar'in matters of Ceremony and forme, things cither 
altogether indifferent , or at moſt, neither enjoyned, nor forbid- 
den in the Scripture , that our carriage and words be alwayes as in-\ 
different : That we call not that ſcandalous which is decent; or « 
that decent which is ſcandalous: That we preſſe not rhings as ne- 

, which are meerly otnamentall; nor impoſe ornaments us 
things of neceſſity. That where no well-eftabliſht Law is broken by 
it, both in Actions and Language, where ever we come, we con 
forme our ſelves to the harmeleſle (though to us unnſuall ) cuſtome; + 
of the place: Herein imitating that ſure-example of S. Pax, by being \ 
ſtrong withthe flrong, and weak: with the weak, as neere,as we can, to \ 
become all things to all men. In'things meerly Ceremoniall, to Part. ( 
with our Chriſtian liberty, and peaceably to yeeld to thoſe, who, \ 
being otherwiſe perſwaded, will contentiouſly refuſe to part with * 
theirs. And where our ſalvation, or the ſalvation of qur neighbour 
isu9©.concerned, charitablyto comply, and fort with their infirm. 
riesz/ neither croſſing them by-our pradice', though perhaps rhie © 
better, nor perplexing them with our diſputes, though perhaps the \ 
more rationall : 'Bur if it be poſſible, as much as lies in us, not only 
to have peace with all. mers in wordy and ſpeech, bur in ſociety, and 
canverfation, add Church:Aﬀemblies c6$: Whith' is e next de- 
gree of Uairy here petitioned for, that is, ar unity of mectitig tos, 
gether in the ſame houſe of - God, ſer downe''in'theſe words, 7 be-, 
ſeech you Brethren; chat thers beno-devifiens among yor. .. . 

(:That I. may thectearlier- proceed inthe inte pe etation,, of th 
pardgt the Text;Like yOhro Sheſep 
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we here in Engliſh doe tranflate.Divifons, isin the Originall-Greek 
by which WRAF reorder. ur; )expolition) aura: / A word: vwhich 
] Former every. kinde of .rent;;.or. diviſion, or Ailoyglorment a 
z mong men ; but ſuch a diviſion onely as is accompanied with # per 
/ verle, unreaſonable deniall of fociety and communion together in 
( the ſame Church. A diviſion which carries with it an obſtinate ſepa- 
ration upon unneceſlary., grounds. Which unneceſſary. ſeparation: 
upon weak: {light grounds,. js that which Saint; P.an/ here ih this 
ext, by way'0l - | and diſtinRion from lighter Rents, calls 
&/i74T4y Schiſmes. ; Alin, my Brethren, of which if I ſhould dife 
courſe to you at large, and ſhould ſhew you the hainouſneſs of it, 
by its dangerous efteRs; I might tell you that. it is; not only: aſur 
; ag3inſt the ſociable-nature of men, who are borne for Communion 
agd Commerce; and the mutyall help of one another; bur'it is a 
4 ſig direRly againſt that unity and peace, which Chriſt, as his laſt Le- 
gacy bequeath'd to: his. Church. A fin, which, (beſides the unchar» 
cable opinion which accompanies it, which is, that:they who are: 
ſeparated from,. muſt therefore be- ſeparated from, :becauſe rhey- 
\are wicked, deplocably wicked, men, men reprobatcd , and: ur- 
terly loſt in, the wayes of Errour, and with whom. all commu- 
nion is deſtruftive.to our.Salvation) doth 'not alwaies confine it 
) ſelfe within the retired, ſequeſtred limits of a bare ſeparation. 
But that which at firſt began trom a ſcruple, hath..many times pro=. 
ceeded troa Tragedy and maſſacre. ' They.who at-firt. cauſelelly ſe- 
Parated themſelves from their Brethren, becauſe they were wicked, 
tiaye many times, as their ſtrength and numbers have encouraged 
them, and as the time hath favoured. their Reformation (as hoy 
haye called iz) proccedygd. from the reRifying of mens Errors, to 
) ce leſſningof. their fortunes. And they only have at length been” 
called the wicked, who have been rich, and/have had eftates to loſe. 
That onely which I ſhall further.ſay to.you. of 'it; is this: Sepa-- 
ration isaſin which hath alwaics veyl'd ic ſelfe in the diſpaiſe- of 
» ſantiry. Thus Aontary;, and his follewers broke off: Commu- 
nior with the whole, Chriſtian, Church then in the, world; becauſe, 
ferſooth, *twas revealed to them by divine illumination, that the 
Holy Ghoſt was no, where to be. found bur in their Conventicle. 
An Herclic, which beginning in Schiſme proceeded at: to 
this monſtroms concelt 4m100g them, That only the houſe of Afor-- 
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tans was the trae Church, 2 Aont anus himſeifefwas the 
Holy Ghoſt. Thus alſo the Donarifts (an over-icrupulous: SeR-of « 
men) divided themſelves from the then Catholique Church; be. 
cauſe it was not pure enough for ſuch ſanRified Communicants; nor 
complied with the inſpired doAtrines of the Father of that Se&. 
And this,it ſeems, was the faule of thefe Corintbians hete in: this 1 
Text; who having,inticled themſelves to ſeverall Teachers, procee- v 
ded by daggees to divide themſelves into ſeverall Churches and 4 
Congregations: every one of which challenging ro themſelves the « 
true and right Religion, and charging the others with the name of 4 
the falſe,thought at length that no way was left to keep themſelves « 
pure and unſpotted, bur by breaking off all Rejigious, nay Civill \ 
Commerce and Communion with each other. Hence, -for feare of 
infection, it was held acrime for any but the Righteous, to aſ- | 
ſemble,or converſe with any bur the Righteous ; or tor any to meet \ 
together at a ſpiricuall Exerciſe , bur ſuch who ficlt agreed_in the 
ſame purity of Opinions.., ,,, _ i). 
Here, then; if Imay once more take the liberty xo paraltel one 
people with another ; is not. this.our very caſe? Hath it not been the ( 
praftice of many, many yeares, for thoſe who call themſelves the 
godly, the righteous, the children of the moſt High, to breake off 
ociety.andicommunion,nay almoſt neighbyurly civility, with thoſe 
whoa they call the wicked ?-As there were among the Jewes cer» 
taine uncleane places, and things, and perſans, which whoſoever ! 
touche were for that time uncleane too ; ſo, hath not the like opt 
Aion palt among us, that there haye been. certaine unkoly, unſancti- 
hed places, and perſons, which makethoſe who touch, or approach. 
neer them unholy too ? Have not ſome Pulpits been thought. uns 4 
fanQified, becauſe, forſooth, the Preacher hath been ungifted ? And. 
wherein, I pray , hath his ungiftedneſs appeared 2 Becauſe hee 
hath net exprefſed himſelf in that light, fluent, cunning, paſſionate, . 
zcalousſRtile, which ſhould make him. for that time ſeem religiouſly ( 
diſtracted, or beſide himſclfe ? Or becauſe his 'Prayer or Sermon, 
hath been premeditated,. and hath not flowne from him in ſuch - 
an Ex:tewporelooſe caxcere of deyout emptineſſes and .nothings,, 
as ſerve.oncly to entertaine the people , as Bubbles doc children,  \, 
with 2 thin, uaſolid, -bricele; painted blalt of -wind and ayre ?. Or. 
becauſe, perhaps, the lands. of his; Glalle have nos. eexed. for. 
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Two tedious houres together with-nothing but the bold inſolent 
defamationiandreviling of his Prince ?-- Cate? 1643 

- Againe, have there not been ſome who have thought onr Tem- 
Ples unholy, becauſe the Common-Prayer Booke hath been read 
there? And have renounced the Congregation, where part of the 
Service hath been tuned through an Organ? Hath not a dumb Pi- 
Qure in the window driven ſome from the Church? ' And in ex- 
change of the Oratories, have not ſome in the heat and -zeale of 
their Separation, turned their Parlours , -Chambers, and Dining- 
roomes into Temples, and Houſes of Prayer ? Nay; hath not Chriſt 

) been worſhipt in places yet more vile and mean ?-In places, which 
have reduced him the-ſecond time to a Stable ? - If T ſhould aske the 
people of both Sexes, who are thus =_ to ſeparation, and with 
whom a Repetition in a Chamber edifies more then- a learned Ser- 
mon ir-the Church, upon what religious grounds, or motives either 
taken from the Word of God, (which is ſo much.in their mouthes) 
or from reaſon, (which is ſo little in their-pratice) they thus affect 
to ſingle and divide themſelves from others : I believe it would 
poſe them very muck to give a ſatisfying Anſwer. Is-it becauſe the 

g perſons from whom they thus ſeparate themſelves, are irreligious, 
wicked men ? Men.who are Chriſtians onely-in forme, and whoſe 
converſation carries nothing but evill example and pollution-with 
it? If Tſhould grant this to be true, and ſhould allow them tobe 
ont-right what they call themſelves, The Ele&,and Godly,and/Ho- 
ty ones of the earth; and othermento be outright what- they: call 
them, The Reprobate, the wicked, the ungodly and prophane, - yet 

5 is not this warrant enough to divide orſeparate themſelves from 
them; Nor arc they competent Judges of -this, but God only, who 
by the-month of his $0n, hath told us in-the Parable\tharthe wheat: 
» andcorne is not to be ſeparated from the chaffe and rates when we' 
lit, bur that both are to grow together till the great/harveſt of the 
wortd. Till then 'tis a piece ofthe building of -ir, that there- bee & 
; commixture of good and bad..- ' F = (3:0 15 £310 
- Beſides, let me pur” this Chriſtian'Di/emwma to them : cither the- 
perſons from whom they divide themſelves are holy or anholy : If 

. they be holy, they are not to ſeparate themſelves from them, be- 
Y cab e they are tike themſelves 3 If rhey be unholy, they are in cha- 
city to cotrftrſe withthemny thartheyPnity reforine upd Soren 
B77 Leer. 
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29) 
better.. Did-not our Saviour Chriſt (and certainely his 'exatnple is « 
too great to be refuſed); uſually converſe with Pablicans and fin+ , 
ners ? Did he forſake the'Table, becauſe a Phariſee made the Feaſt? |, 
Or did he refuſe a-perfume, becauſe a harlot powred it on his head ? 
Or did he refuſe to goe up into the Temple, becauſe buyers and ſel- 
lers were there, men who bad:tnrned it into a den of Theeves? Cer- 
tainely my Brethren, we: may, like Chriſt, keep company with Har- 
lots, and Hypocrites, and Publicans and Sinners, and yet retaine \ 
our innocence. 'Tis a weake excuſe to fay, I will never conſort my 
ſelfe with afiwearer, leſt IJearne to blaſpheme ; Or, I will utterly 
renounce all familiarity and. acquaintance with ſuch and: ſuch an A» 
dulterer, or with fuch and-ſuch a Drunkard, leſt T learne:ta commit 
Fornication from the one, or Intemperancefrom the other. In al 
ſuch converſations, we are to imitate the Sun, who ſhines into the \ 
fouleſt puddles, and yet returnes from thence with a pure untainted & 
Ray. If mens vices then, and corruptions, bee not a ſufficient cauſe £ 
to wartant aſeparation, what elſe can be? Is it the place of mee- 
ting; or Church, or the chings done there, which hath made them 
ſhun our ordinary Congregations? Yes, ſay ſome, we have held it 
very unlawfull (as we conceive.) to aſſemble in ſuch a place, where « 
we havefcen Alears, and Windowes worſhipped, ſuperſtitious gar- 4 
ments worne, and haye, heard 'the more: ſuperſtitions Common. 
Prayer Bobke: read;:thac great bolſter ro flothfull Miniſters, an 
twin-brother torhe Maſs, and Liturgic of Rome. | 
Wete this Charge-true, (a very heayy one, I confeſs) had there 
been any among us fo unreaſonably ſtupid, as to ſpend: their deyo- 
tion vn aÞane of: glaſs,-or- pay worſhipto the dumb fenſlefs crea» 
ure of (the Painter, ar adore the Communion-Table, the waoden 
iſſue of the Axe and Carpenter, (as I think there were none) had 
there (I ay) been very Idolaters among us, yet unleſſe they world 


-have-compelled theo to be Idolaters too, I (after all the imparciall « 
.Objetions which my weake underſtanding-can frame): can;ſce no 
yeaſbw\why they ſhould. not communicates with: them 4n: other % 


things wherein they were no Idolaters. Iam ſure, if S. Pan! had 
-not kept: company with' Idolaters,we to this day(for ought Lknow) 
badremaaed Infidels. ' | | UNETS 3 

1\1;My Brentuzn, deceive not yonrſelves with a fallacy, which :eve- 
ry child is able to difcover.: If ' ſuck fuperitizio rhadbermpatihe 


R _ TS - OS 
praftiſed among us, it is not neceſſary” that every one that is a 
peRator to anothers mans ſtn,fhoull preſently be an offender; Nor 


, areall offences ſo like the Peſtilence; that he that comes within the 


breath and ayre of them, mult needs depart infeted. Thou ſeeſt 
one; out of a blind zeale, pay reverence: to a picture, he hath the 
more'to anſwer for. Bur why doſt thou, out of a'zeale altogether 
as blind, thinke 'thy ſelfe ſo intereſted inhis-erronr, as to thinke 
thy ſelf a partaker of his fault, unleſs thon excommunicate thy ſclfe 
from his converſation. | | 
Againe, tell me thou, who calleft Separation ſecurity; what ſeeſt 
thoun a Surplice, or heareſt in'the Common-Prayer Booke, whick 
ſhould make thee forbeare the Congregation where theſe are re- 
tained ?.Ts it the web, or matter, or colour, or faſhion of the gar- 
ment, oris it the frame or forme, or indevotion of the Book which 
offends thee? Or art thou troubled becauſe they have both beene 
borrowed from the Church of Rome ? That indeed-is the great ar- 
gument of exception ; which under the ſtile of Popery, hath al- 
moſt rurned Religion it ſelfe ont of the Church. Bur, then, ir is ſo 
weake,ſo accidentall, ſo vulgar an Argument, an Argument ſo fir 
for none to urge but —_— with whom the firſt inipreſſion 
of things alwaies takes {tronglieſt, that I muſt ſayin rephie ro ir, 
;Thar by the! ſame reaſon, that thou poore, tender-conſcienc'd:man, 
Cwho art not yet paſt milke, otthe food of infants in the Church?) 
makeſt ſuch an innocent, decent veſture: as Surplices , unlawfull; 
becauſe Papiſts weare them, thou mayeſt make eating and drinking 
-unlawfull, becauſe Papiſts dine and ſup. The ſabje&R is not _ 
noblecnough to deſerve a more ſerious canfutation, That. there- 
'Foregwhich I ſhall ſay by way of Repetition, is onely. this: If to 
-weare or do, whatever Papilts weare or doe be unlawfull, as it will 
; preſently.concerne us all to throw off our garments. and turne. e4- 
. damites, ſo it will very neerely concern us roo, to lay aſide our Ta- 
bles;:and bertake our felves to faſting, as the ready way (to famine. 
: Thento rejet the Common-Prayer Book, becauſe fome of rhe-Pray- 
.crs init.ceſemble; the Prayersmn the Romiſh Liturgir, is as unxeaſo- 
_nable, as if thou ſhouldf [make piety and devotion in 'generalt un- 
jlawfull, becauſe Papilts fay their Prayers, And ſo, iri / toh- ro 
-wrhateves they doj thoulditrhink/ thou arceo turn welt; bdcauſe 
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The time wil not give me leave to ſay much in the defence of 
excdlent Book ; Or, if I ſhould, tis in any _ whi 
can fall from my imperfe&t mouth, which wil beable to recover the 
uſe of itback again into this Church. Yet thus much, out of the 
juſt ſenſe, and apprehenſion which I have of the wiſedome, 2s well 
as piety, and devotion of it, Iſhall adventure to ſay. That TI carmoe 
think, that ever any Chriſtian Church, fince the time that that name 
firſt came into the world, had a publique forme of Gods Worſhip, 
more Primitively pure, more Religiouſly grave, and more agreeable 
inall points to the Scripture, then that is. 

To which I ſhall only add this one praiſe of it more, that there is 
not any Ancient, Claſically condemned Hereſie, to be found in the 
Records of Councells, Church-Hiſtories; or the Confutations of Fa- 
thers, which isnot by ſome clauſe or other in that moſt Orthodox 
Book excluded. 

Here, then, if there be anyin this Aſſembly of that i-perſwaded 
mind, that he would not at this preſent make one of the Congrega» 
tion, if the Common-prayers were read, let me once more ask him, 
what that great Antipathie between him, and that admirable Book 
is, which ſhould make chem quarrel one another out of the Church; 
Is it becauſe it preſcribes a Ring in marriage, or a Croſs in Bapriſ- 
me ? over-{crupulous man ! who would'ſt rather chooſe to make a 
rent and ſchiſme, and diviſion in the Church, then be ſpeRatour to 
th ngsſo harmleſs,and indifferent. But thy weak Conſcience is woun- 
ded. Weak, indeed, when a piece of marriage-Gold, or a little water 
ſprinkled inthe figne, and figure of a croſs, the Type, and Emblem 
of thy Chriſtianity, ſhall drive thee from the Church. I muſt con- 
fels to you freely, if ſuch things, as the veneration of images, or ado- 
rations of Altars, or ſacrifices for the dead, or the worſhiping of 
the Hoſte, or the Maſs-book, with all the unſignificant Ave Maryes, 
and ſuperſtitious prayers, which uſe to trauell round the Circle of a 
numerous ſet of Beads, had been eſtabliſht among us by publique Au- 
thority ; And had be. n enforced upon the pratice,and Conſeiences of 
men,and noLiberty of perſon,or freedome of eſtares allow'd them,un- 
leſs hey would conform to the preſent Golden Calf of ſuperſtition ſer 
up before them, a ſeparation had not only been allowable, but ne- 
ceſlary. | 
E We 
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We would” have offended God very much tobe partakers of ſuch 
droſs.. And our beſt Anſwer would have been the Anſwer of the 
Three Children, when the King would have had them fall down to 
the huge-image, and Cofofſ which the had-ſet up, O King, we are 
wot. careful to obſerve thee in this 'matter. But. where no ſuch 
things were enjoyned, where every one was left to the full uſe and 
exerciſe of his Chriſtian liberty, where nothing was blameable among 
us, but the ridiculous, over-acted poſtures and geſtures of ſome few 
buſie, fantaſticall men, whoſe Popery lay in makeing diſcreet men 
laugh, to ſee them fo artificially devour, and ſo affectedly cerenioni- 
ous, to divide, and ſeparate, or to give us over for aloſt Church, be- 
cauſe the Pſalmes of David, after his own Muſicall way, uled to be 
ſung-to an Organ ; As innocently, certamly, as if they had been tu- 
ned through his own loud Cymball, or had more ſoftly been ſung, and 
vowell'd to his Harpe : Or to renounce our ſolemne Aſſemblies, for 
ſuch (leight; indifferent things, as a picce of holy ſtory in a glaſs win- 
dow, or becauſe the Miniſter wears white, or becauſe marryed peo- 
ple come together by a Ring, or becauſe the Lords Prayer is more 
then once repeated, is not only Schiſme, and I may ſafely ſay, Schiſme 
upon ſcandall taken, not giuen, bur tis direly contrary to $ Pals 


advice, here an this Text ;- whois ſo far from tolerating any ſuch need- 


leſs diviſions, and ſeparations of preſences and bodies, that he will 
not allow in the ſame Church and Congregation the leaſt diflent 
or diviſion of minds ; But makes it the leaſt part of his Pefi- 
tion to his diſagreeing Corinthians, that they would not only meet \ 
together in the ſame place of Gods Worſhip, but that they' would \ 
be perfetty,' joyned together in the ſame mind, and in the 
ſame judg-wment, which is the laſt part of the Text. To which 
I ſhall zh adde ſome brief Application of ſome things in 
this Sermon to you my hearers, and. {o commend you to God. 
Twas well-aid of one of the Philoſophers, ( which ſaying of his 


Uniryofminds hath ſince almoſt grown into a Proner of truth ). Nth eſt in [n- 


telleftn, quod non fuit privs in ſenſu; That there is' nothing in the 
underſtanding, or mind within, which was not firſt txthe ſenſe with- 
ont. Tis as great, and meaſpred a Truth, that there 1s nothing 
our ſpeech, or words, or actions without, which wasnot firſt in 
our mind, or wil, or aftections within. For what our Saviour 1 
aid, 


(33) 
faid, that Ot of the heart proceed evill thoughts, murthers, adul- 
reries , thefts, falſe witneſs , blaſphemies, and the like ; to every 
one of which fins without, belongs ſome ſecret, inviſible ſpring with- 
in. As, Lay, to every Adultery without, belongs ſome hidden luſt 


within ; the uncleanneſſe of the body is but the foul iſue, and 
oft-ſpring of the ſoul ; And as to every murther without, belongs 
ſome ſecret envy, or hatred, or thirſt of revenge within ; and the 
rancour of the heart only dott-es it ſelf in the violence and bloud-ſhied 
of the hand : ſo we may fay of our Diviſions, and Diſagreements 
too. All thoſe odious words, and names of. mutuall infainy and re- 
proach ; all P_—_ croſſings, and thwartings, and contradifti- 
ons of ſpeech ; all this dull, and skirmiſh, and quarrelſomeneſs of 
language ; Laſtly, all this ſhurning and lothing of one anothers con 
pany ; all this {cparation, and denyall of communion, which we fo 
ordinarily ſe exerciſed, and prafticed without, are but ſo many un- 
chriſtian behaviours, which take their ore and birth from as w- 
chriſtian grudges, and prejudices, and jealouſies, 'and miſ-apprehen- 
ſions within Never man yet difſented from another in ſpeech, buc 
he firſt diſſented from him in opinion : And never man yer ſcparared 
from another in communion, bur he firſt ſeparated from him um affe- 
tion and will. To remove, therefore, the root and ſpring of all dif- 
agreements, as well as the current and ſtream ; and to beget a peace, 
and concord, and reconcliation without, Saint Part, like a Aut 
Artiſt, who reſerves the hardeſt part for the laſt, proceeds from mens 
words and actions, to their opinions and thoughts : . and like thoſe 
who fer Watches, and Clocks, where the Hand upon the Dyall with- 
out, cannot'move regularly, unleſs the weights and fprings which 
guide it, move orderly within;rhe better ro make ns go all alike, and 
{trike the ſame time, he endeavors to ſerle and cofnpoſe thoſe inward* 


wheels}by which our words and behaviors without, are to be raled 


and governed, 


The thing then for which he here fo. earneſtly Petitions, is Unity, h 


and Agreement, and Conſent of tnynds. Which, in plain terms, is to 
exhort us, that as weare all men of oneand the fame reaſorable kind; 
formed and creatgdlike one afother in the ſhape and figure of our 
body, ſo that we ' would ro our {elves to be men 
of one' and © the ſame reaſonable ' kitde',” in the Muſique and 
E 2 Harmony 
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Harmony of our ſouls too. Which would then come to pals, if every 
one of ts would by the impartiall ſearch, and examination of his own 
mind, diſtodg thoſe miſts and clonds of errour, which blind him to- 
wards himfelf, and benight him towards others. Or, if he cannot do 
this by the ſtrength and diligence of his own naturall Forces, that he 
would have recourſe to thoſe who are moſt able to pluck this beam 
ofit of his eye ; and whoſe work and buſineſs it is ſo to. apply their 
Cures, as by propoſing that one, conſtant, immurable, e:ernall, Di- 
vine Trath to his mind, in which tis poſſible for all minds well en- 
9 er to concenter and agree, by degrees to reduce him from his 
blindneſs and errour, and to make him not only ſpeak, but conceive, 
and think the ſame things with him that taught him. 

Tt was wel faid of him, who compared our minds to Looking-glaſles, 
or Mirrours ; For certainly if we could but keep them open, and un- 
douded, they carry this property of Mirrours with them, not only 
to return the images, and ſhapes, and truths of things, which paſs be- 
fore them as they ere ;- but all minds ina clearer, or leſs clear degree, 
have a capacity to receive into them the truth of the ſame things 
alike.” As a thouſand Glaſſes, if they betrue, ſucceſſively look in, 
wil ſhew us the ſame faces : Bat then, as Glaſſes, if they be falſe, 
wil caſt falſe reſemblanets; or if they be diſcoloured, wil transform all 
things which flow into them into their own die : So tis with us. I 
know not how it comes to paſs, or whether I may aſcribe the fault to 
Education, or Cuſtome, or to our parents, or to our Aﬀetions, too 
- Such knit, and wedded to the Religion, or Doftrin, or Opinion, 
or Teacher,which moſt complyes with our Fancies ; but there are cer- 
tainill-cut, falſe-reporting minds, which look upon men, and things, 
ip another ſize and figure then they are. Other minds there are ſtai- 
ned and died (as it were) with certain weak prejudices, and cor- 
xpt opinions ; through which, as through ſo many deceiving colours, 
they diſcern no truths which wear not that hue. As he that looks 
through a green-Glaſs, takes all things for green; and he-that looks 
trough a blew Glaſs, rakes all things for azure. And this _ the 
very caſe of theſe Corwmrbians here in the Text. They ad- 
dited themſelves over-partialy to fſeverall Teachers; and 
from their ſeverall ' Teachers, took in ſeverall apprehenſions, 
as they pleaſed to like or affeRt himabove others, whoſe Ds 
| bi 


(35) 


. they called themſelves. Some, though they. did not well underſtand 
whar they held, reſolved (withourany examination what they were | 

th be only of Saint Pax{s opinions : Others reſolved: to hold n_— 
what, had been taught themby Apo/los : Others reſolved to hold | 
only what had been preacht by S. Peter. All which three t and 
preacht one and the ſame Goſpel ; yer thar Goſpel was nat alike en- 
tertained all hearers. Whilſt ſome diſliked items, Paxl, becauſe 2 Cor. 10.10. 
( as himſelf complains ) he was of an humble preſence, and of an un- 

ul utterance. Others diſlike it, perhaps, in the mourh of Apoltos, 

uſe it came Rhetorically from him, and he was guilty of that un» 
_ edifying crime, forſooth, of being cloguent in the Pulpit, 
perhaps entertain'd”ircoldly from S. Peter, becauſe he had not been 
-_ up in the Schootof Demoſthenes, nor taſted of the finer Arts and 
educations of Greece. 

In ſhort, one and the ſame ſaving Truth, for want of a little right | 
judgment in the Hearers to compare it, comming from ſeveral mouths, | 
paſt into divers opinions firſt ; and then theſe opinions broke forth 

todivers factions. And is not this, my Brethereu, our very caſe ? 
Do but conſider the preſent diſtempers of our poor, divided King: 
dome ; and, pray, what hath been the true root and ſpring of 
tauch variance, and hatred, and heart-burning among us ? what hath 
crumbled us afimder, and turn'd one of the pureſt, and moſt flew- 
riſhing Churches of the world, into a heap of Hereſies and confuſion? | 
Hath it not been the very word.of God it ſelf? In whichall minds, 1 | 
confeſs, ſhould , and which ſhould bethe rule to compoſe all I» 
our ſtrikes; and before whoſe deciſions the greateſt Scholars Diſputes, 

and the -meaneſt mans Doubts, ſhould fall down, and mutually im- 
brace, and kiſs each other. How comes it then to paſs, that Religi- 
on, which was ordained by God to be the oyl to cure our wounds, 
ſhould prove only the oyl to feed, and nouriſh our combuſtions > 
Whence is it, that the Scripture, that Sword of the Spirit, ſhould 
prove to-us Pougaie Gro, a two-edged fword,and that no o- 
cher uſe, ſhould be made of it by us, bur only to be the weapon of 


our &s, by committing the edges, and making them enter 
dudll, and combat with each other ? Truly, my brerheren, all -the 
reaſon that I can give you for this, is, That ſome ( perhaps welmind- 
ed people, but not of underſtandings either ſtrong, or kam 


0 


_ 
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to reach the true ſenſe and meaning of ſome placts ) have ſtept beyond? 
their meaſure ; and have preſumed to interpret more then they have 
wall underſtood, ' Others, of a more modeſt, bur credulous comm- 
tion , have thought that only to be the right” meaning of the 
ord of God, which they have heard from the mouth of the Prea- 
cher which they moſt affet. Others, of a more dangerous policy, 
finding that the Scripture rightly expounded would extreamly make 
againft the plot of their dark proceedings, and that the holy Ghoſt 
cannot be bribed to finde Texts to make covetouſneſs, ſedicion, or 
the ſlaughter of their Brethren, or Rebellion againſt their Prince, 
lawfull; have, with ſome formall wy of piety, and zeal, put to 
their expoſitions, made the Scripture ſpeak only thoſe plauſible un- 
truthes, which moſt complied with their ends, and the peoples Fan- 
cy. Hence, the better to arrive to their Eſtates, by the diſtracti- 
ons of their minds, they have deale with them as cunning Anglers 
do with filly fiſhes, croubled the ſtream, and blinded them, and 
then made them their prey. The way to do this was to affront, 
and diſgrace , 'damour down all the primitive Truths for ſome 
Generations taught among them ; and to recall from their ſepul- 
Fi intricate , long ſince” buried Opinions, 


Warre of ours. With which opinions they have dealr, as the 
Witch of Ender dealt with her Familiar , raiſed' them up to the 
people clothed ina long mantle, and ſpeaking to them in the ſhape 
and voyce of a Prophet. Hence come thoſe ſeverall acceptions, 
and interpretations among you, even in your ordinary diſcourſes, 
of one and the fame plaine , but finiſterly underſtood places of 
Scripture. One, following the praRtice of all the pureſt ages of 
the Church, thinkes the Sacrament of Baptiſme is to be admini- 
ſtred to Infants. Others, (who would certainly be a ſtrange fight. 
to the Congregation , if they ſhonld appear the ſecond tune at. 
the Font ) of late are tanght to thinke that none are tobe bap- 
tized, but ſuch as are as enough to be theit, oWile Godfa-' 
thers; and can enter into Covenant with God, -atid; promiſe” 
for themſelves. Some, becauſe it hath beene called” a binding 'of” 
the ſpirit, to fetter their deyotions' ih a ſer forme- of Prayer, have 
baniſh that Prayer, which Chriſt preſcribed to his Apoſtles, _ | 
: er 


(37) | 
their: Cloſets,: as-well as Temples. ' Others, of- as reftified apiety,” * 
Fino Proper ſo likely to fmde acceptance with God, as that which 
was conceived, and put into forme by his Sonne. I ſhould tire your 
patience too much to give you an exact Catalogue of. all the rotten 
opinjons which at thus preſent {warm among us. - One who hath 
computed the Hereſies, which have ſprung up in this dome 
within theſe five years, ſayes, they have doubled the n of 
thoſe which were in Saint A##ins time ; and then they were very 
rieer fonrſcore. One is a Chilia#, and holds the perſonall Reigne 
of Chriſt upon Earth. Another is a Corporeali#, and holds the death 
of the Soul with the Body. Nay, as 'tis ſaid in Africke, a Lyon 
will couple with a Tyger, from whence will ſpring a Libbard ; fo 
certain e, unheard-of , double-ſex't Herelies are f up 
among us ; not able to underſtand what he would hold hiraſelfe. 
You ſhall have an Arrian and Sabell:arlodged together in the ſame 
perſon. Nay, (which is yet worſe) whatever Celſi« ſpoke in ſcorn, 
and Origen in vindication of our Redeemer, Chriſt and his Mother, 
hath of late trodden the Stage again, and appeared to diſturbe the 
World. One (I tremble to ſpeak it) hath called the Virgin Aſaryes 
chaſtity into queſtion; And others. have ſpoken of the Saviour of 
the World ſo ſuſpiciouſly as if he had been a thing, of a ſtoln, an- 
lawfull Birth- In ſhort, there want ohly ſome of thoſe Mmnnier 
men-among us, of whom Sleydan writes, where one calleth him- 
ſelfe. God the Father, another God the Sonne, A third Paraclete, or 
God the holy Ghoſt, to make our Babel and confuljon of wilde opi- 
nions at the height. In this miſerable diſtration, then, where He- 
reſie, and Errour,hath almoſt eaten up the true Religion ; And where 
all the light of the Goſpel, which ſhines among us, is but like that 
imperfect light at the Creation, which ſhined before the Sunne was 
in the firmament ; Alighpqreeping forth of a dark Chaos and 
lind maſſe, and {trifcfull; heage\of” jarring Elements ;' In this thick 
fogge of ſtrange Dodtrines, I fay, which hath condenſt it ſelfe into 
a Cloud, -which hath almoſt oyexſpread this whole Kingdome, from 
which Truth ſeemes to have taktn flight, and made way for 1gno- 
rence teftile it ſelfe once more the other of devotion, what way 
Is there left, to reconcile our minds, or to beger one right knowledge; 
and underſtanding of the wayes of God among . us? Truly? 
. ; L 
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L know none but that which Saint Pau! here preſcribes in t he Textj 
which's, that we endeavour a5 near as weran, whefrcraiicl 
ant of one mrdgment. 


Brit how ſhall this be brought to paſs, unleſs all jadgments were 


- alike dear, and unbiaſſed ? Or, unleſs, laying apart all-partiality, and 


affeion to their own ſide, and all prejudice, and hatred ain hoe 
from whom they differ, men would ſifbmit chemſelves to him, whe 
is beſt able to inſtru them ; Or who can bring with him the molt 
ſaving Traths into the Pulpit ? Beſides, ( may ſome oneſay ) if 
ſhould bring minds prepared to entertain the Truth, where is that in» 
firuQor fo infallible, or ſoopinionated of the ſtrength of his own gifts 
and knowledg, that another pretending to the ſame Truth, may not 
challenge to himſelf the like infallibiliry > who ſhall be the Judg of 
Controverſies? or who {ſhall preſent Truth to us with ſuch known 
mirks and notes about it, that as ſoon as tis preſented, every con- 
grepation (of what mean capacities ſoeyer ) ſhall preſently acknows» 
ledg, and entertam it? Wil you, Sir, who have all this while thus 
bemoaningly piticd our diviſions? we are bound to thank you for 
your charity to us; and ſhould be deſirous enough to imbracea'truth 
of your deſcription. But you are a Scholar, whoſe parts and zbilicies 
lye-in the humane model, and building of your own ſecular ſludies, 
We are therefore bid ro doubt very much, whether you have the Spi- 
rit; and aretold by ſome who profeſs them{clves infpired, that all 
your Readings,and Studyings, and tyrings of your ſelf over a difficult 
(ce of Scripture, at midnight = when all others flecp, by a 
one, ſolitary, dumb candle, are but ſo many ſabours'in vain, Since 
tis ible for any to underſtand the Scripture aright, but ſuch ons 
by who have it revealed to them by the ſame holy Spirit that wrote 
Its | 
My Brethren , what ſhall yn fo you? Modeſty, andthe knows 
ledg1 have of my own imperfections, wil not allow me to ſay pe- 
remptorily, that I have the Spirit of God. Or if I could diſtinguifh 
dence Eilcncts nd ol from the operations of my own 
ſoul, or could certainly ſay I have him, ( which S, Pas/ himſelf dur 
not ſay definitively ) yet *rwould not become me fo toconfine him ro 
my frail, narrow parts, as to-deny him to all others mere learned 
then my ſelf, | | 


For 
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For the ſetling therefore, and compoſing of your divided 
minds ," I will not take npon me tobe the Judge of Controvielies, 
but you your ſelves (hall be . Onely the better toenable'- you to 
peforme this charitable office to your ſelyes , and for your better 
direction how not oy be __ in your ——— z 4s Aron clue to 

ide you through the perplext windings of that, inth/Ate* 
kick ſome of oa are faine, ſo falne that they ſeemromEquite! 
loſt in a wood of miſtakes , where every path is a guide ,-and every 
guide is an error, give me leave to commendto you that ſeaſonible 
advice of Saint Fohn , which he delivers in'the fourth C "of me 
his firſt Epiſtle , at the firſt verſe, where (as if he had 'propheeyed* a 
of our times) he ſayes, Beloved, beleeve not every . 
ſpirits whether they be of God: becauſe many falſe Propliers: 
into the world. In which words ;- you have tworetthe: 
aſſigned you to goby , that can poſlibly be preſcribed forthe Ter- 
element of minds. he's # mM. 

Firſt, be not too credulous; Doe not prefently beleeye- every* V4 
man that fayes he hath the Spirit; nor ſuffer yourſelves to be tolt” | 
and carried about with every wind of doqtrine : For that is not 
the way to be all of one, but of as many ſeverall minds as the art or- 
cunning of ſeverall Teachers ſhall pleaſe to work upon'you. I-am®% 
perſwaded this eaſineſſe of belief, this gr or (as the Apoſtte- © 
calis it) this admiration, this overvaluing of fome-mens perl; [5% 
hath been one of the great parents of our preſent Fr 
whilſt ſome weak, but yet well-minded people, building their 
ment meerly upon the outward appearances of men, have-miſta-" 
ken the zeal and ftrictHife of their Preacher for his ſufficiency, And 
taking their Logicke from the preciſeneſſe of his behaviour; have 
framed theſe charitable, but falſe concluſions to themſelyes : He 
is a man of a compoſed countenance, of a reſerved ſpeech, of 'a 
grave carriage, and of 2 deyout elocution, therefore ſurely he is a 

holy man. And becauſe he is a holy man, therefore whatever hee 

faies, ſhall be to' us Oracle; as coming fromthe mouth of one; 'ſo - 

much in the favour of God, that it is impoſſible he ſhould 'dttrive 

us, or ſpeak that which is not right, Is 
. My Brethren, Thave no defigne or purpoſe to bring Holinefſe 

into contempt ; nor can Ibeeſo injurious to piety or a gyod "fife; 

where ever 1 find it, as to expoſe it'rorthe ſcarne* of rhe Ticencious;" 

F 
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by-not giving itits due. Iam ſofarrealſofrom lending encourage- 
ment to-the lives of-vitious Teachers, (Teachers who are the ſhame 
of their Mpther, and the ſcandall of theirFlock) that I could wiſh: 
that.cvexy Tongregationin Enaland were furniched with ſuch fan 
exemplary Miniſter, that his life as-well as preaching, might be Ser- 
the people,; Nay, giye-me leave, Lbeſeech you, to extend 
ity, yer one degree Farther; I am, ſo farre from diſliking ho- 
: either in. Preacher or, people, that I with we all made but 
one,unitcd Kingdome,of Prieſts. Or, if you will have me expreſſe 
my ſel&.inthe words gf oge- of the holieſt and meckeſt men of 
the cartiglcould walhthat «/ the Lords People wers Prophets. But, 
hen, vc dm YEE, ayeto.fay too,.\That, holinefſe and {trid- 
nefle. ar Lauſtegs pf Jife, are ng-infalliblefignes that the Preacher 
ay fi cerces. Nathath God ſo annextthe ,underitanding of his 
Nord touth ok taced, unlearned piety, or ſober carriage of the 
under, that ng is 9" zealous (hall ſtill bee moſt inthe 

. - . Tight, Aslongasthatlaying of .v.7 ax/ remaines upog-recard, That 

| 7 this. zreafure , this knowledge of Gods Wall &s 6;p4eKir als 
| axdi101; in.eurthes veſſels; As.longAas the Preacher, how holy ſocyer 


4 a-rnacle of one of the people, as.to dwell 4n a. fraile, weake 


*>4abernacle,of clay; Laſtly, as long as;men are men, they will bee 
_"*liahlex0-meps infigmjries. And as the; learned ſcand3lous. Pregchey, 
wt NC meribentethe right; ſo it is poſſible; that the ignorant, 
ms, holy Preacher may be often in the wrong, How tg know; 
this, .and how to diſtiaguiſh.them, gherefore, you are to make yg 
. of the next Rule preſcribed to you |by Saint Foh»; that is, when 
ypuhearean Ex olition, or a Sermpn, or a new Dottrine preached, 
to. yqu not raſhly, withour diltin4gn.or choige tg conſent to, Kt, 
till you have paſt the impartiall.ſenxence of a cleare ,zudgement,,on 
it, compared and, weighed Sermon with Sermon , aud Preacher 
with Preacher ; called every Doctrine, every Proofe, every conti- 
dent Aſſertion. to the touch-ſtone, and meaſured it by ſome plaine 


evident place'gf Scripture;and;examined wherher.the Holy Gholt,, 
or his owne vaine,, popplac ambitzan,biye for. that time inſpired. 
the ſpeaker ; or whether his Serman have had, fome diflembled, ſe- 
catar end; or Gods glory for its marke, 'And this Saint Fohn calls, 


was of the ſpirits; whith is then done, when (as I ſaid before)you 


V' of 


uce what you hearg.ſpgken-by.thePreaches ro the infallible Rule, 
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(41). | 
of Truth, the Word of God; and AN that, well conp©*<d, the 
ſcales to weigh his DoAtrine in. Does hee preach! charity, and ba- 
nþ {trife from hie Dalpir > Noe to ae or 6 ;[chopph he 
find ir clothed in Purple, nor ſpeak negle ully o ertuc,thongh 
ke finde ir clothed in rags ? Does he ſtrive to plant*the euand 
ſove' of God inchis Auditory, the forgrveneſle 'of their ies, 
and pity towards the poore? ,Dares he arrygne* publique finne, 
though hever ſo fortunate? or ſpeak in defence of afflicted Inno+ 
cence, though over-borne by opprefſion? Dares he maintaine Us 
Chriſtian courage in Tyrannicall, doubtfull crimes? And dares he cal 
proſperous Sedirion, but a more ſucceſlefull miſchiefe ? Laſtly,does 
he preach ſuch Chriſtian Truths for which ſome holy men have di- 
ed, and to which he himſe}fe would nor be affraidto fall a ſacrifice? 
This, this man is to be hearkned to;. this man is-fit to' tp obeyel: 
And this man ſpeaking the ſame things which God himſelfe doth 
in theScripture, (whatever his gifts of pleaſing, or nor pleaſing fick, 
faſtidious, dehcate fancies be) 1s thus at leaſt ro be thought of, That 
though he ſpeake not by the Spirit, (as athing entailed upon him) 
yet, for that time, the Spirit ſpeaks by him, which ougktro be alf 
one to you. On the contrary, does the Preachers Sanftitry and Revs 


ligion conſiſt meerly in the devout compoſure of his looks and cars, 


riage ? Does he ſtrive to preach downe Learning, or does he call 
Study a humane folly? Does he chooſe his Text out of the Bible, 
and make the Sermon out of his Fancy? Does he reprove Adulte- 
ry, but preach up diſcord ? Is he paſſionate againſt Superſtition. + 
but mildeand calme towards Sacriledge? Does hee inveigh and 

raile at Popery, and at the ſame time imitare rhe worlt ot Papilts, 
Feſuits, urge Texts for the Rebellion of SubjeAts againſt their 
Prince, and quote Scripture for the depoſing, and Butchery of 
Kings? Does hee ſtartle at a dumb piQure in a Churd-window: 
y and at the ſame time preach all good order and-right Diſcipline 
out of the Church ? Does an Oath provoke his zeale, yet does he 
count lying in the godly no fn ? Laſtly, does hee preach ſepara- 
tion upon weake untemper'd grounds ? Or does labour to divide 
the minds, which hee ſhould ſtrive to reconcile ? Let him bring 
what demurenefſe or compoſure of countenance he pleaſe into the 
Pulpit ; Ler him, if he pleaſe, joyne ſaniry of deportment to 
carneſtneſſe of zcale ; Let him'neverſo devoutlybewaile the calas 
F 2 miries 
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© aſperſions have been raiſed upon our Univerſity, which to, the 


«ny Colledges which here ſtand preſent and rea 


| (42) ; | 
»-- -f his Country , Which he hath helpt to make miſcrable ; 
| weepe never ſo paſſionately over the Congregation, 


which he-hath broken into. factions; In ſhort, how ſeemingly 
how ro, www udpropnaut roever his behaviour bee; 


though. the Scripture doe ſo continually over-flow in his mouth, 
that kee will neither eat, nor drinke, nor ſpeake, nor ſcarce ſleep 
bur in.that:phraſe, yer as long ashe thus forgets his Charity, thus 
Preaches ſtrife, thus Diviſion, I ſhall ſo farre miſtruſt whether he 
a the. Spirit , that I ſhall nor doubt to reckon him in the number 
( rr: falſe Prophets which S . Fohn ſaycs are gone ont into the 


e Conclufion then of this Sermon ſhall be this. Men and bre- 
wvewithallthe ſincerity and plainneſſe which might be- 
ent. your 2010 = preacht Truth : and Concord , and muruall 
harity-ro you. Thave alſo for ſomeyeeres , not been ſo ſleepy 
Obleryer , bur that I have perceived ſome of you (who have 
your ſetves more Religious then the reſt). to be guilty of 
the (I might ſay Crime, bur will rather ſay of the) miſ-guided 


 *Zealc oftheſe {orinthians here in my Text. There have been ces- 


Diviſions, and I know not what ſeparations among you. . I 


rther obſerved, that certaine falſe , cauſleſſe prejudices and 


ief of this famoiis Nurſery of Gods Chucch at home, and: the 
proach of it abroad , are ſtill kept, waking againſt us by ſome of 


ou, as if Conſcience and Religion, as well as Learning and Gifts; 


"- 7 $24 ſo far forſaken us,*that all che Schools of the Prophets cannot 


afford you a ſet of able , vertnous men, fir to be the LeRurers to 
this foule-famiſht Pariſh. How we ſhould deſerve to be thus miſta- 
ken by you, or why you ſhould under-value thoſe able Teachers 
which you have already , or refuſe to take your ſupply from ſo ma- 
y to afford you 

choycez or why you ſhould ſupplicate to the great Councell of this 
Kingdome, in pity to your ſoules, to ſend you Godly Teachers, 
(which , perhaps , isbut a well-meaning Perition from you, bur 
certainly *tis agreat ſcandall, and Libell againſt us ) l know not. 
But whatever the myſterious cauſe be, Iam confident, that unleſle 
they will fleep over their infamy and reproach, it will alwayesbe 
@ the power of our deſpiſed Univerlity-Divines, ro make at ap- 
peare 


(43) at thy 
peare, even to thoſe whom you intend to petition , That this is 
but a zealous errour in you: And that they are asable to edifie you, 
certainly , ashe , whoſe occupation it was to repaire the old 
ſhooes of the Prophets. Iſhould ſhame, ſome of you too much, 
who were the Diſciples of that Apoſtle, if I ſhould dikes him 
to you by a larger character, me 

Inſtead therefore of a farther vindication of the reproach 
throwne upon us , that which I ſhall fay of more neere concern- 
ment toyou, is this: If Thave in the progreſle of this Sermon, 
ript open any wounds among you, it hathnot been with a pur- 
poſe, to enlarge, or make them bleed, but ro powre wine and 
Oyleinto them, and to heale, and cloſe them up, 

Next, IfThave cleared any of your lights, or inabledgou ar 
length to diſcerne, thatthe reaſon why the mote in your- brothers 
eye ſeemed ſo big, was, becauſe an over-ſcrupulons”zeale had 
placed a beame in your owne; and that in contributing*to*the 
ruine of one of the pureſt Religions in the world , the reaſon why 
you have ſwallowed ſo many monſtrous Camels, hath been, be- 
cauſe at firſt you made ſcruple, and ſtrained at gnats , have what 
I intended : Which was to let you ſee, thatto: divide and ſep; 
your ſelves from the communion of our Chuxch, if it had dee als 
ty of a mole or two, is as unreaſonable, asiF-you ſhould quarrell'* 


the Moon out of her Orb, or think her unworthy, of the skies, be- * 


cauſe ſhe wears a ſpot or two writ on a glorious ball of light. 
Laſtly, if I have ſaid any thing in the reproof of diſcord, or the 
praiſe of charity, which may re-unite your minds, and make yol: 
all men of the fame heart and beliefe, as well as of the ſame Citie 
and Corporation, I ſhall thinke Ihave done the work and buſi. 
neſſe of ajuſt Divider of the Word of God towards you, and of a 
faithfull Servant and Steward towards my heavenly Maſter. Whoſe 
bleſſing of peace be upon you all, together with the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoit. To which 
glorious Trinity, be aſcribed all Honor, Praiſe, Dominion and Pow- 
er, for ever. AM E N, | 
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